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Detailed Findings

Over the next several months, abortion rights and access are likely to undergo a
seismic shift in the United States. In 2021, state lawmakers across the country
proposed 663 restrictions to rights and access, including enacting 108 antiabortion laws in 19 states. Texas used SB 8 to ban most abortions in the state, a
law that continues to stay in effect. In 2022, the Supreme Court, representing a
newly 6-3 conservative majority, is very likely to rule either to overturn Roe v. Wade
or rule in a way that allows states to ban or severely restrict abortion access.

Introduction +
Methods.

On the cusp of a radical change, PerryUndem conducted a national survey to
examine the state of the electorate on abortion policy and awareness of the
shifting landscape. We also peek into the future and explore how voters might
react to a reality in which abortion becomes illegal and / or inaccessible in many
states across the country.
PerryUndem has spent years studying opinion on abortion, including talking to
thousands of voters across the country in qualitative research and conducting
dozens of surveys on the topic. This survey is multi-dimensional and provides a
broader account of opinion than typical surveys on the topic.
The survey was conducted among a total of n = 1,972 voters nationwide, using
YouGov’s online panel, from December 20, 2021 to January 4, 2022. The survey
includes oversamples by race and ethnicity for a total of n = 408 Black voters, n =
406 Latina/o/x voters, and n = 408 Asian American / Pacific Islander voters. The
survey was administered in English and Spanish.
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We wanted to explore these research questions:
• Are voters aware of the state of abortion rights and access?
• What’s behind voters’ views on abortion?
• Is abortion more than a political position? Do people envision needing abortion care?
• What are voters’ views toward recent restrictions, such as 6-week and 15-week bans?
• What do they think is driving elected officials to restrict and ban abortion?
• Are voters aware of the Supreme Court deciding on a case this year?
• How might a Supreme Court ruling that restricts abortion or overturns Roe v. Wade affect voters, including in the 2022 midterms?
• How might voters respond to radical changes in the abortion access landscape over the next few years?
• Finally, what are the views of 18- to 44-year-olds – those of reproductive age – whose lives are the most impacted by these policies?
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Detailed Summary.
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Voters are not knowledgeable about the state of abortion rights
and access. The Supreme Court case has not broken through to most
voters (only 19% have heard “a lot” about it). Most do not know the
laws on abortion in their state. Despite elected officials in every state
proposing restrictions on abortion in the past year, just 22% of voters
say they’ve heard about this in their own state.

Here’s what we found.

They do, however, have a sense that rights and access are at risk.
Seven in ten voters (70%) say they feel the right to abortion is at risk,
which is up 12 points from a survey we conducted last summer.
Analysis suggests that news about the Texas abortion ban (SB 8) is
likely responsible for the increase – 37% say they’ve heard “a lot”
about this ban. Notably, anti-abortion voters are less likely than others
to have heard about SB 8 (26% have heard “a lot”).
Most don’t think it’s “very likely” that the Supreme Court will
overturn Roe v. Wade (17%) or allow states to severely restrict
access (28%).
That said, they also don’t think it’s unlikely. Majorities feel the
chances are 50-50 or better that the Supreme Court will overturn Roe
(76%) or allow states to severely restrict access (86%).
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Let’s say the Supreme Court rules to [SPLIT A: overturn Roe v.
Wade. So next June, Roe v. Wade is overturned. / SPLIT B:
allow states to ban abortion or severely restrict access. So next
June, many states are allowed to ban abortion or severely
restrict access].

A restrictive Supreme Court ruling is likely to
trigger strong negative emotions across a swath of
the electorate. We asked voters how they would feel
if the Supreme Court ruled to allow states to ban or
severely restrict abortion access. Negative emotions
around anger, disgust, fear, outrage, fury, betrayal, and
devastation outweigh the number of strong positive
emotions (e.g., elation and feeling overjoyed).
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How would you feel? Try to use a feeling word.

Majorities of voters are likely to see a restrictive Supreme
Court ruling as a regression on women’s rights as well as
society overall. Two-thirds of voters (67%) say abortion rights
and access are important parts of women’s rights. About six in
ten (59%) say a Supreme Court ruling that overturns Roe or
allows states to ban or severely restrict abortion would be a
“step backward for women’s rights.” Nearly the same
proportion (57%) says such a ruling would be a step backward
on “progress in our society.”

With a restrictive ruling, we might witness backlash toward
the Supreme Court among about half of the electorate.
Fifty-five percent of respondents say a restrictive abortion
ruling would be the outcome of justices’ personal political
beliefs rather than the merits of the legal case. Close to half
(47%) says such a ruling would make them feel less faith in the
institution of the Supreme Court (24% say more faith; 29% say
no difference).
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A SCOTUS ruling is likely to be more mobilizing than
deflating to voters. More than one-third of respondents (37%)
say they’d feel more likely to participate in the midterms as a
result of a ruling that allows bans on abortion, compared to
four percent saying they’d feel less likely to vote. Thirty-seven
percent say that a restrictive SCOTUS decision would affect
who they’d vote for in the upcoming elections. Among them,
75% say they’d be more likely to vote for a candidate who
supports abortion rights and access (22% say they’d be more
likely to vote for an anti-abortion candidate). Voters across
every demographic group, including white men and those in
rural areas, are more likely to say they’d move toward a
candidate in favor of, rather than against, abortion rights.

Majorities of voters express concern about potential
outcomes of a Supreme Court decision. Two-thirds or more
say it would be unacceptable for restrictions to result in people
having to travel to different parts of the country for care (65%),
waiting several weeks or months for appointments (72%), and
lower-income people having less access than higher-income
people (72%). Interestingly, a majority of Republican voters
find at least one of these outcomes unacceptable. A majority
of voters also say they’d be concerned about people losing
their current rights on abortion (65%), people having to travel
across state lines (65%), and abortion becoming illegal in their
own state (61%). Seven in ten would be concerned if doctors
(70%) and women (73%) are arrested for providing or having
an abortion.

Why do they think state lawmakers are trying to ban or
restrict abortion? When given a list of potential reasons,
voters are most likely to say that these lawmakers want to
appeal to religious conservatives (62%) and because they only
care about staying in power (56%). Fewer than half say the
reason is that lawmakers want to protect the unborn (46%).
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Voters intuitively understand what academics found when
studying the outcome of not having abortion access. Academic
researchers have studied the effects of not having access to
abortion. We asked survey respondents whether they think several
outcomes are likely when women who decide to have an abortion
can’t get one and end up keeping the child. Majorities say financial
hardships are likely effects, such as being more likely to need
support from government programs (68%), raising the child alone
without a partner (68%), and being more likely to experience an
increase in poverty (55%).

Public opinion on abortion is driven by more – and less –
than typical polling suggests. Most public polling on
abortion tends to be “tracking” – that is, measuring views
over time on a handful of questions. Rarely do we see these
questions validated, nor robust attempts at truly
understanding opinion.

On the more side: Opinion is more than just a political
stance. Two-thirds of women of reproductive age (65%) say
they can imagine a situation personally in which an abortion
might be the best option for them.
Interestingly, 53% of voters of reproductive age say that,
ideally, they’d want to have more children, but only 30%
plan on doing so. What’s going into their decision-making?
Being able to “take care of myself and my family as it is
now” (70%), wages / income (64%), the state of society right
now (61%), the “state of my mental health” (59%), and
childcare costs (56%).
Additionally, 61% of women of reproductive age say
motherhood changes a woman’s life “completely” (31% say
fatherhood changes a man’s life “completely”).
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Opinion on abortion is also related to sexist views around
gender and power. For example, fewer than half of antiabortion voters agree they want there to be an equal number
of men and women in positions of power (43% of those who
want Roe v. Wade overturned v. 76% of those who want Roe
to stay). About seven in ten anti-abortion respondents
express resentment toward shifting gender norms or roles –
agreeing that “these days, society tends to punish men just
for acting like men” (69% of those who want Roe overturned
v. 26% of those who want Roe to stay). Nearly six in ten
(58%) women of reproductive age (18 to 44) say that
lawmakers are trying to restrict abortion because “we live in a
society where men still have more power than women.”

On the less side: Abortion is not linked to religious beliefs
for most voters. Two-thirds (66%) say abortion is not a
religious issue for them personally. Even 40% of those who
attend religious services regularly say that abortion is not
about religion for them.

Additionally, contrary to conventional wisdom, most
voters do not struggle with their feelings on abortion. Is
abortion a gray issue that includes many different
circumstances? Yes. Do voters struggle with their “feelings on
abortion – for example are you torn about how you feel on the
issue?” No (77%).
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Perhaps most radical and counter to prevailing
assumptions, data suggest voters prefer individual
control on this issue over regulation by law. Most polls
force respondents to choose a side on bans around 6
weeks, second trimesters, or 15 weeks. But, when we asked
whether they want elected officials to regulate this issue in
the first place, most say no – they want the individuals
involved making decisions. For example, 64% say the
decision to have an abortion, including the reasons and
situations for having an abortion, should not be regulated by
law. This is similar to the proportion found by a recent
Washington Post / ABC News survey.

Conclusion.

This year, anti-abortion state bills and a U.S. Supreme Court case
challenging Roe v. Wade are poised to bring major change to the
right to abortion as well as reduce access to care for millions of
Americans. Across the country, recent policies and judicial decisions
are contradicting the beliefs of voters, the majority of whom support
the legal right to abortion and intuitively understand the harms that
abortion restrictions inflict on individuals' health, financial stability
and autonomy – though many remain unaware of the increasing
threats to this right.
If the Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade this year and the ruling
sparks increased public awareness of diminishing abortion access,
we anticipate a robust public response that reflects voters’ opinions
on power, government control, bodily autonomy, pregnancy,
families, and even patriarchy. For a majority of voters, we expect
such a ruling would be seen as a major blow to women’s rights and
would translate to support at the ballot box in coming elections for
candidates who support abortion rights and access.
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Detailed Findings.
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SECTIONS

14

15

Views related to pregnancy and abortion

31

Views on abortion-related laws

48

Awareness of the state of reproductive rights + access

59

Views toward a potential Supreme Court ruling

69

Considering the effects of more restrictions on abortion

Views related to pregnancy and
abortion.

Through some of our research, and new findings in this survey,
we’ve found that opinions are driven by more – and less – than we
think. For example:

Public opinion on abortion is
driven by more – and less –
than typically polling
suggests.
Too often, the extent of public polling on abortion –
and therefore, our understanding of opinion – is
limited to a handful of tracking questions. Once in
awhile, new questions will emerge only in response
to a new policy, such as Texas’ recent abortion ban.
There is so much more to know.

• Opinion on abortion is more than just a political stance. A
majority of people of reproductive age can envision a situation in
which abortion might be the best option for them.
• Views are about more than a procedure. They are about
pregnancy, parenthood, and even the state of society right now.
• Attitudes on abortion are about more than views toward unborn
babies. They are also about beliefs toward women and power.
• On the other hand, religious beliefs play less of a role than we
may think.
• Data also suggest people spend less time or energy than we
think struggling with their feelings or views on the topic.
• Finally, voters may want less regulation of abortion than typical
polling suggests.
Here are more details.
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Part of the survey explores personal feelings and views toward
pregnancy, with close attention to those most affected by
reproductive-related policies: voters of reproductive age (18 to 44 for
the purposes of this survey).
Here’s what we found.
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(N = 850 voters ages 18 to 44)

Just 30% of voters of
reproductive age plan to
have children in the future,
but 53% say they’d want to
in an ideal world.
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Interestingly, men of reproductive age are
more interested than women in having
children in an ideal world.
The widest gaps between current plans to
have children and interest “in an ideal
world” are among men, 30-to-44-yearolds, and current parents.

(N = 850 voters ages 18 to 44)
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Are any of these things part of your thinking about
whether or not to have a child?

What’s holding them back
from having children?
Voters of reproductive age are considering several
factors when thinking about whether or not to have a
child – including being able to care for themselves
and their family now, wages, the state of their mental
health, and the state of society.
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RANDOMIZE (N = 850 voters ages 18 to 44)

Asian American / Pacific Islander voters and women of color stand out in some
areas. Black women are particularly likely to say racism is a decision factor.
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Total

Black
women

Latina
women

AAPI
women

White
women

Black
men

Latino
men

AAPI
men

White
men

Being able to take care of
myself and / or my family as it
is now

71

74

73

85

67

65

68

85

72

How much I (or my partner)
make at work

63

67

64

77

63

70

57

79

60

The state of society right now

59

67

62

71

59

51

63

72

52

Being able to afford childcare

58

62

58

78

53

66

60

74

58

The state of my mental health

56

54

63

73

59

53

48

64

52

Climate change

37

38

48

51

36

28

41

56

32

Racism

25

57

33

44

21

44

30

45

10

Student debt

23

34

28

44

21

22

31

37

15

N = 69

N = 87

N = 97

Caution: very small cell sizes

Can you imagine a situation in which an abortion
might be the best option for you or a partner?
(N = 850 voters ages 18 to 44)

Abortion is not just a political stance
for voters of reproductive age.
A majority of voters of reproductive age say they can
envision a situation in which an abortion may be the best
option personally.
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% Can imagine a situation in which “an abortion might be the best option for you or a partner”
(N = 850 voters ages 18 to 44)

AAPI voters and women ages 18 to
29 are among the most likely to say
they can imagine a situation in
which an abortion may be the best
option personally.
Black voters and Latino men are
among the least likely to say they
can imagine a situation where an
abortion may be the best option.
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In your own view, are abortion rights and access
related to each of these things, or not?
% Yes
RANDOMIZE

Abortion is also linked in
many voters’ minds to
other issues – such as
health care, poverty rates,
financial stability, safety,
freedom, and justice.
Voters who don’t want Roe v. Wade
overturned make all kinds of connections.
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In your own view, are abortion rights and access related to each of these things, or not?
% Yes

AAPI voters are more likely to
connect abortion rights and access
with a number of issues.
Black voters are more likely than
others to connect abortion rights and
access to bodily autonomy, women’s
rights, health care, affordable
childcare, paid family leave, and
racial justice.
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Total

Black

Latina/o/
x

AAPI

White

Ages 18
to 44

Control over one's body

63

72

62

76

61

65

Women's rights

63

72

64

80

60

67

Health care

61

67

59

78

60

65

Freedom

59

62

57

73

58

62

Safety

58

62

62

69

55

60

Options people might
need

56

61

56

74

53

61

Financial stability or
security

55

60

56

72

52

60

Poverty rates

54

60

57

71

52

57

Violence against women

52

58

57

64

50

58

Affordable childcare

49

60

51

65

45

54

Gender equality

47

55

46

58

45

55

Justice

46

47

45

61

46

48

Paid family leave

37

45

36

50

35

44

Racial justice

36

47

37

46

34

41

Contrary to conventional
wisdom, most voters don’t
struggle with their feelings on
abortion, nor is it a religious
issue for them.

Do you struggle with your feelings on
abortion – for example, are you torn
about how you feel on the issue, or not?

For you personally, is abortion
a religious issue, or not?

Do they think abortion is a “gray” issue? Yes. But do
they struggle with their feelings on the issue? No.
Most say abortion is not a religious issue for them
personally, including 40% of voters who attend
religious services regularly.

40% of those who regularly attend
religious services say abortion is not a
religious issue for them
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Views toward abortion are
connected to beliefs about
women.
Voters who want Roe overturned are 33
percentage points less likely to agree with the
statement: “I want there to be equal numbers of
men and women in positions of power in our
society.” Four in ten anti-abortion voters do not
want equal numbers of men and women in
positions of power.
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Do you agree or disagree: I want there to be equal numbers of
men and women in positions of power in our society

Do you agree or disagree: These days, society seems to punish
men just for acting like men
Nearly seven in ten anti-abortion voters
agree that “these days, society seems to
punish men just for acting like men.”
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Are you more likely to vote for a candidate for political office who:
RESPONSES ROTATED

Data suggest Democrats
continue to be more united
on abortion than
Republicans.
Seventy-eight percent of Democratic voters
are more likely to vote for a pro-choice
candidate v. 58% of Republican voters being
more likely to vote for an anti-abortion
candidate.
Republicans are +11 percentage points more
likely than Democrats to say abortion views
don’t make a difference in their vote.
We have observed these gaps for the past
few years.
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Democrats, AAPI voters, Black voters, and
women ages 18 to 44 are the most likely to
vote for a candidate that supports rights and
access to abortion.
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Views on abortion-related laws.

In the past several years,
we’ve seen about 60% to
70% of voters hold positions
in favor of people’s access
and rights to abortion. This
is still the case.
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63%

64%

Of voters in the survey say
abortion should be legal “in
all” or “most” cases; 37%
say abortion should be
illegal in all or most cases

Say they would not like to
see the Supreme Court
overturn Roe v. Wade; 36%
would like to see Roe
overturned

In 1973, the Supreme
Court’s Roe v. Wade
decision established a
woman’s constitutional right
to have an abortion. Would
you like to see the Supreme
Court overturn its Roe v.
Wade decision, or not?

% No, do not overturn Roe v. Wade

Majorities across demographic groups say they
do not want Roe overturned, with the exception
of Republicans.

Contrary to conventional wisdom, voters of color
are more likely to oppose overturning Roe than
white voters. This comports with other recent
polls among voters.
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Many surveys are missing a new
undercurrent among voters:
“Lawmakers, stay out.”
In the past few years, we’ve heard people in focus groups
talk about abortion being “too political.” They say the topic
only comes up at election time to be used as a political
tool. For most voters, abortion is a personal decision, and
they talk about government staying out of it.
We’ve also heard a relatively new theme – that abortion
“shouldn’t be a legal issue” at all. In other words, it
shouldn’t be singled out for regulation.
A recent Washington Post-ABC News poll captures just
how prevalent this sentiment may be (see at right).
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Overall, do you think the decision of whether or not
someone can have an abortion should be ROTATE:
[regulated by law] or should be [left to the individual]?

We asked a similar question in
the survey, but did not specify
“the woman and her doctor.”
A majority of respondents (64%) say the decision
should be left to the individual, not regulated by law.
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Overall, do you think the acceptable reasons and
situations for having an abortion should be ROTATE:
[regulated by law] or should be [left to the individual]?

The same proportion says the
reasons and situations for
having an abortion should be
left to the individual – not
regulated by law.
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We also asked who should decide
how far along in a pregnancy
someone can have an abortion.
The most common response is the medical professional
involved and the woman / person involved.
Eighty-percent say either the medical professional
involved, the woman / person involved, the person and
their partner, or the medical profession should decide.
One in three (32%) says the Supreme Court, state
lawmakers, or Congress should decide.
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Who should decide how far along in a pregnancy someone can
obtain a legal abortion? Select any that apply.
RANDOMIZE

When polls don’t account for an
anti-politician / anti-regulation
undercurrent, typical questions may
not be a valid measurement of
opinion.
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In this survey, we explored the validity of some
standard polling questions.
Here’s what we found. When asked to weigh in on
bans in polling questions, survey respondents will
choose a side. When we followed up and asked
whether they want elected officials to pass these bans
in the first place, most say no – they prefer the issue to
be handled by the people involved.

Do you think abortion should generally be legal or generally be
illegal in the second three months of pregnancy?

For example, we replicated, and
further examined, a standard
Gallup question about second
trimester abortions.
In response to this question, 57% of voters say
abortions should be generally illegal in the second
three months of pregnancy; 43% say legal.
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“Do you think abortion should generally be legal or generally be
illegal in the second three months of pregnancy?”

We then asked this follow up
question among respondents
who said “illegal”:
“Which comes closer to your view between
these two:
• I want my state lawmakers to pass a new
law that makes all abortions in the second
three months of pregnancy illegal; or
• I want my state lawmakers to stay out of
this issue”
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How voters break out using both questions:

What we found.
We found that a third (34%) of respondents who
selected “illegal” on the first question actually say
they prefer their state lawmakers stay out of this
issue (19% of all voters in the sample).
The proportion of voters who say abortion should
be illegal in the second three months and say they
want their lawmakers to pass a law to ban these
abortions is quite a bit smaller than what we might
interpret from the original question (38% v. 57%).
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We find similar results
when exploring views
toward a 15-week ban.
When forced to choose a stance of favor or
oppose a 15-week ban, 43% of
respondents say favor, 38% say oppose
and 19% say unsure. When asked more
directly about preferred action from state
lawmakers, a clear majority (58%) says they
want their state lawmakers to stay out of the
issue.
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Would you favor or oppose a law that
bans most abortions after 15 weeks, or
about 3 1/2 months?

Which comes closer to your view:
I want my state lawmakers to…

Majorities across nearly all
segments prefer lawmakers to stay
out of banning abortions at 15
weeks.
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Some states may pass laws similar to Texas,
banning abortion at six weeks. Which comes
closer to your view between these two:
(N = 992)

Two-thirds of voters want their
lawmakers to stay out of banning
abortion at six weeks.
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Majorities across nearly all
segments prefer lawmakers to stay
out banning abortion at 6 weeks.
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The Texas law bans abortion at about six weeks after
someone's last period. There are no exceptions for rape and
incest. The law authorizes private citizens to sue anyone who
provides or helps someone get an abortion after six weeks of
pregnancy. Do you favor or oppose this law?

When given more details
about the Texas SB 8 ban, just
23% express support.
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Majorities across nearly all
demographic groups oppose
SB 8.
Interestingly, close to half of those who want
Roe overturned express hesitation or opposition
to SB 8.
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Awareness of the state of
reproductive rights + access.

Voters have the sense
that abortion rights and
access are at risk – but
they lack knowledge.
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70%

56%

71%

Have the impression the
right to abortion in the US
is at risk

Have the sense that access
to abortion is becoming
harder in the US

Are not aware of the laws
in place in their state on
abortion

37%

22%

19%

Have heard “a lot” about
the recent abortion ban in
Texas; 28% heard “some”

Are aware that politicians
in their state tried to
restrict abortion
(politicians in all 50 states
proposed restrictions; 19
states passed restrictions
in 2021)

Have heard “a lot” about
the current abortion case
before the Supreme Court

Lack of knowledge is prevalent
across all demographic groups.

That said, Democrats are slightly more likely than
Republicans to be aware of laws. For example, 35%
of Democrats say they know about their state laws
on abortion v. 23% of Republicans.
Democrats also are more likely to have heard about
the Mississippi and Texas bans on abortion. See
next page.
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News about Texas’ SB 8 ban
on abortion broke through to
voters more so than the case
before the Supreme Court.
Interestingly, Republicans are less likely than
independents and Democrats to have heard
“a lot” about the ban.
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% Say the right to have an abortion in this country is “at risk”

Majorities across groups feel
the right to abortion is at
risk.
Democrats and those who do not want Roe
overturned are more likely than their
counterparts to see rights at risk.
Independent women are +12 points more
likely than independent men to perceive a risk.

52

Being able to afford and find abortion care in our country…

Voters are less
likely to think
access is
becoming harder.
Anti-abortion voters are the
least likely to perceive abortion
care as becoming less
accessible (27%).
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SPLIT A: In the next year or so, how likely do you feel it is that...
RANDOMIZE (n = 982)

Most respondents don’t
think various bans and
restrictions are “very
likely” in the next year.
That said, majorities
have the sense these
things could happen.
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50-50 or
better

Very
likely

Smwt
likely

50-50
chance

Not
very
likely

Not at
all
likely

Many people will have to travel across
state lines to access abortion care

82

33

23

26

11

6

The Supreme Court will allow states to
severely restrict abortion rights

86

28

25

33

11

4

The government will have more control
over people’s decisions on abortion than
any time in the past 48 years

85

30

23

32

11

5

People will lose their current rights on
abortion

78

24

26

28

15

7

Abortion will become illegal in many
states

79

24

23

32

16

5

The Supreme Court will overturn Roe v.
Wade, the decision that established a
constitutional right to abortion

76

17

22

37

19

5

The constitutional right to abortion will go
away

72

17

21

34

21

8

Doctors will be arrested for providing
abortions

63

16

21

26

26

10

Women will be arrested for trying to have
an abortion

58

14

18

26

28

14

Abortion will become illegal in your state

56

16

13

27

24

21

SPLIT A: In the next year or so, how likely do you feel it is
that abortion will become illegal in your state?
(N = 982)

Half of respondents in the
South say it’s likely that
abortion will become
illegal in their state in the
next year or so.
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SPLIT B: If this happened in the next year or so, how
concerned would you be?
RANDOMIZE (n = 990)

A majority of voters
express concern at these
potential policy outcomes.

56

Very /
smwt
conc.

Very
conc.

Smwt
conc.

Not
very
conc.

Not at
all
conc.

If women are arrested for trying to have an
abortion

73

55

18

11

16

If doctors are arrested for providing abortions

70

52

18

13

18

If the government gains more control over
people’s decisions on abortion than any time
in the past 48 years

69

51

18

13

18

If people lose their current rights on abortion

65

49

16

14

21

If many people have to travel across state
lines to access abortion care

65

44

21

14

20

If the constitutional right to abortion goes
away

64

49

15

13

24

If the Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade,
the decision that established a constitutional
right to abortion

64

48

16

14

22

If the Supreme Court allows states to
severely restrict abortion rights

63

47

16

16

21

If abortion becomes illegal in many states

62

47

15

15

23

If abortion becomes illegal in your state

61

45

16

15

24

SPLIT B: If this happened in the next year or so, how concerned would
you be if abortion becomes illegal in your state?
(N = 990)

Majorities across regions
express concern about
abortion becoming illegal
in their state.
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SPLIT A: In the next year or so, how likely do you feel it is that... (n = 982)
SPLIT B: If this happened in the next year or so, how concerned would you be? (n = 990)

Here’s a summary of
perceived likely outcomes
in the next year and
concern about each.
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Views toward a potential
Supreme Court ruling.

The Supreme Court will make a decision on the Mississippi abortion case next
year – probably in June. For the first time since 1973, experts think the Supreme
Court will [SPLIT A: overturn Roe v. Wade / SPLIT B: allow states to ban
abortion or severely restrict access].
Overall, would you want the Supreme Court: ROTATE

Voters tend to want the
Supreme Court to protect
current reproductive rights,
regardless of whether the
threat is overturning Roe or
allowing states to ban or
severely restrict access to
abortion.
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SPLIT A: overturn Roe v. Wade
(n = 987)

SPLIT B: allow states to ban
abortion or severely restrict access
(n = 985)

Let’s say the Supreme Court rules to [SPLIT A: overturn Roe v. Wade.
So next June, Roe v. Wade is overturned. / SPLIT B: allow states to ban
abortion or severely restrict access. So next June, many states are
allowed to ban abortion or severely restrict access].
How would you feel? Try to use a feeling word.
(N = 1,239)

Many say they would feel
negative emotions if the
Court restricts abortion.
Strong negative emotions – anger, disgust,
upset, fear, outrage, fury, betrayal, devastation
– outweigh the number of strong positive
emotion (e.g., elation and feeling overjoyed).
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Perceived outcomes of a restrictive Supreme Court ruling.*

59%

57%

47%

55%

Say it would be a step
backwards for women's
rights

Say it would be a step
backward on progress in
our society

Say it’d make them feel
less faith in the institution
of the Supreme Court

Say the decision would be
based on the justices’ own
political beliefs vs. the
arguments in the legal case

* SCOTUS overturning Roe v. Wade or allowing states to ban or severely restrict access to abortion.
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Voters across many segments
express concerns.
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A restrictive SCOTUS ruling is likely to be more mobilizing
than deflating to voters.
More than one-third (37%) says they’d feel more likely to vote in the midterms as a result of a ruling
that allows bans on abortion – compared to five percent saying they’d feel less likely to vote.
About four in ten voters (43%) who say they’ll “probably vote” in the midterms – not yet “definitely”
– say that a restrictive SCOTUS ruling would make them more likely to turn out at the polls.
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Next fall there will be midterm elections for state and federal
offices. If the Supreme Court [SPLIT A: overturns Roe v.
Wade / SPLIT B: rules to allow states to ban or severely
restrict abortion access], would that make you feel:

5

ROTATE
Splits combined
3
4

A restrictive SCOTUS ruling may be
particularly mobilizing for
Democratic voters, voters of color,
and women.

5
3
5
5

Note: there are not major differences between reactions to
a SCOTUS ruling that “overturns” Roe v. one that allows
states to ban or severely restrict abortion.

3
3

3
1
3
4
4
3
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Let's say the Supreme Court [SPLIT A: overturns Roe v. Wade. / SPLIT B: rules to
allow states to ban or severely restrict abortion access.] Would that affect who you
would vote for in upcoming elections?
(Splits combined)

One-third of voters (35%)
says a restrictive SCOTUS
ruling would affect who
they’d vote for in the midterm
elections.
Respondents are three times more likely to say
a restrictive ruling would make them more
likely to vote for a candidate who supports
abortion rights than one who is against
abortion (27% v. 8%).
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Voters across every demographic group,
including white men and those in rural
areas, are more likely to move toward a
candidate in favor of, rather than against,
abortion rights.
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Interestingly, there are no
significant differences in
responses when considering
a decision that “overturns
Roe v. Wade” v. one that
“allows states to ban abortion
or severely restrict access.”
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Split A:
Overturn Roe v.
Wade
(N = 987)

Split B: Allow
states to ban
abortion or
severely restrict
access (N = 985)

Decision would be based on the justices' own
political beliefs

55

54

Would make me feel less faith in the
institution of the Supreme Court

47

48

Decision would be a step backward on
women’s rights

58

59

Decision would be a step backward on
progress in our society

56

57

Decision would make me more likely to vote
in the upcoming midterm elections

36

38

Decision would affect who I’d vote for in
upcoming elections

32

39

Decision would make me more likely to vote
for candidates that support rights and access
to abortion

24

30

Considering the effects of
more restrictions on abortion.

Large majorities of voters deem possible outcomes of abortion restrictions as unacceptable.
Here are some things that could happen if states keep passing new laws that close down abortion providers
and restrict access to care. In your view, is each of these an acceptable or not acceptable result of new laws?

78% of voters
say at least one
of these
outcomes is
unacceptable
(see next slide)
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% Who say at least one of examined outcomes is unacceptable

Majorities across
demographics – including
Republicans – consider at
least one of the examined
outcomes unacceptable.
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Research shows that most women who decide to have an
abortion, but can’t get one, end up keeping the child. In these
situations, how likely do you think each of these things is?
RANDOMIZE

Not sure
16

Voters intuitively understand
what academics found when
studying the outcome of not
having abortion access.
Academics have studied the effects of not
having access to abortion. We explore whether
voters think these effects are likely

18

16

17

18

25
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Here’s what respondents read about self-managed
abortion with pills prior to answering the question.
Here’s some information:

Another outcome of abortion
restrictions may be more reliance
on self-managed abortions.
Recently, several researchers have studied the safety
and efficacy of self-managed abortions with pills.
We explore what voters think about increased access to
this method. Because there is very little knowledge
about this topic, we presented the following information
to respondents.

As you may know, medication abortion, sometimes
called “abortion pills,” is a safe and effective option for
women who decide to have an abortion. It was
approved by the FDA 20 years ago. About 40% of
people who decide to have an abortion choose this
method.
In the past several years, there’s been many peerreviewed research studies to see whether it's safe and
effective for people to get and use abortion pills on their
own, outside the typical health care setting.
Let's say peer-reviewed medical research studies show
it's safe and effective for people to get and use abortion
pills from their local pharmacy. Would you lean toward
supporting or opposing people having this as an
option?
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After the description, two-thirds of voters
(68%) say they lean toward supporting selfmanaged abortion with pills.
Would you lean toward supporting or opposing
people having this as an option?
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Some lawmakers in almost every state are trying to ban or restrict
rights and access to abortion. Do you think this is a reason why
these lawmakers are trying to ban or restrict rights and access?
RANDOMIZE

What do voters think
might be driving elected
officials to ban abortion?
Their hunch relates to
desires for power – more
so than protecting the
unborn.
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Some lawmakers in almost every state are trying to ban or restrict rights and access to abortion.
Do you think this is a reason why these lawmakers are trying to ban or restrict rights and access?

Democrats are more likely than
Republicans to say the desire for
power drives abortion restrictions.
That said, a third or more of
Republicans connect restrictions to
appealing to religious voters, trying to
stay in power, and getting money from
lobbyists.
Independent women are more likely
than independent men to connect
restrictions to men having more power
than women in our society.
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