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The study.
PerryUndem conducted an expansive 
post-election survey to explore beliefs, 
issues, and experiences related to the 
2020 presidential election and assess 
the landscape of opinion on race, 
gender, and power. 

The goal.
The goal of the research is to provide a 
resource for policymakers, the media, 
and the public for understanding more 
about people’s voting decisions in 
2020 and how voters have, or haven’t, 
changed over the past four years. 

Who we are.
We are public opinion research firm that 
specializes in understanding public 
opinion on issues related to public 
policy. In recent years, we’ve conducted 
several studies at the intersections of 
policy, gender, and race. We are a non-
partisan firm that doesn’t fit neatly under 
traditional labels.

I n t r o d u c t i o n
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This is a one-of-a-
kind study.

1.
Its sheer size and scope is rare. We capture dimensions of opinion and experience on 
many different topics, including:

• 50 different issues related to the presidential election, such as the coronavirus, the 
economy and jobs, and “draining ‘The Swamp’ in Washington DC;”

• Ideological beliefs related to socialism, political correctness, authoritarianism, etc.;
• Shifts in becoming more progressive or conservative over the past four years;
• Thoughts on voting Democratic or Republican in the next few elections;
• Beliefs and preferences related to race, power, and systemic inequities;
• Beliefs and preferences related to gender, power, and systemic inequities;
• Preferences and views toward masculinity, including President Trump’s “brand” of 

masculinity;
• Trend data on perceptions related gender and race; and
• Voters’ reflections on how they’ve changed over the past four years.

For many reasons, this survey is unique. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n
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2.
The expansiveness allows us to 
analyze the relative weight of many 
different factors in people’s votes. In 
essence, we can explore research 
questions such as: Which is more likely 
to be driving vote choice – COVID-19, 
beliefs around authoritarianism, hostile 
sexism, or views toward Black Lives 
Matter? 

3.
Many public pollsters conduct little to 
no qualitative research (e.g., focus 
groups). The result is that they miss 
opportunities to observe new or 
evolving ideas, trends, thoughts, and 
feelings among the electorate. Our 
qualitative work gives us insights to 
ask new questions that others don’t 
ask. Often, these questions are highly 
predictive or critical for understanding 
opinion.

I n t r o d u c t i o n

4.
Many public surveys do not break 
out data by race and ethnicity, and 
when they do, the subsamples are 
generally very small (e.g., n = 150 or 
fewer) with very high margins of 
error. We oversampled Black, 
Latina/o/x, and Asian American 
Pacific Islander adults to have 
sizeable subsamples for analyses. In 
addition, our questions were 
informed by many recent research 
projects conducted with and among 
communities of color.  
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Methodology. 

PerryUndem conducted a survey among n = 2,503 adults 18 and 
older nationwide from December 9 through 30, 2020. The sample 
included n = 2,105 respondents who self-reported voting in the 
2020 election. The survey was administered by Ipsos’ 
KnowledgePanel, which recruits panelists from address-based 
sampling. Participants who did not have internet access or 
hardware to take surveys online were provided with both. 

The margin of sampling error (MOE) for the total sample of adults is 
+ 2.3 percentage points; + 2.5 percentage points for voters. Many 
other sources of error can contribute to total survey error, such as 
question wording and non-response bias. 

The survey included oversamples for a total of: 

• n = 418 Black adults (n = 343 voters; MOE: + 6.4 pts)
• n = 410 Latina/o/x (n = 294 voters; MOE: + 6.9 pts)
• n = 428 AAPI adults (n = 318 voters; MOE: + 6.7 pts)
• n = 532 suburban women voters (MOE: + 5.1 pts)
• n = 270 white women who voted for Trump (MOE: + 7.1 pts)
• n = 300 white women who voted for Biden (MOE: + 6.8 pts)

I n t r o d u c t i o n
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Final data were weighted by demographics and vote 2020 
vote choice.

The survey was administered in English and Spanish. 

The full questionnaire with topline results are available here. 

See the visual summary of survey items on the next page.  

Total weighted 
composition of voters

(n = 2,105)

Women 52%
Men 48%
18 to 34 26%
35-44 15%
45-54 14%
55-64 21%
65+ 24%
White 68%
Black 12%
Latina/o/x 13%
Asian American Pacific Islander 5%
High school or less 33%
Some college 32%
College degree 20%
Post grad 15%
Northeast 19%
Midwest 21%
South 37%
West 23%
Democrat 32%
Independent 34%
Republican 34%
Biden voters 51%
Trump voters 47%

I n t r o d u c t i o n

https://www.dropbox.com/s/2klplxua0b0n0n4/perryundem%20post-election%20topline_final.pdf?dl=0
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50+ 2020 election issues 
COVID-19
Economy/jobs
Economic inequality
Trump’s actions on climate
Lowering health care costs
Trump cutting taxes
Government corruption
Having law and order
Keeping America safe
Military funding
Politicians banning / restricting abortion
President Trump being pro-life
Voting rights / suppression
Affordable childcare
Paid family and medical leave
LGBTQ rights
Illegal immigration
Immigrant rights
Family separation at the border
Gun policy
Foreign affairs
Racism / white supremacy
George Floyd’s murder
George Floyd calling out for his mother
Police violence
White supremacist violence
Democrats wanting to defund police
Violent protesters (pre 1/6/21)
Unfair justice system
Pedophilia among Dems in power
Weeding out the Deep State
Draining “the Swamp” in DC
Putting America first
Sexism, patriarchy, or misogyny
Sexual harassment, assault, MeToo
Access Hollywood tape
Sexual assault allegations against Trump
Sexual assault allegations against Biden
Trump’s success with SCOTUS nominees
Who will choose next SCOTUS nominees
Death of RBG
Events around Kavanaugh nomination
Threats to democracy
Threats of socialism
President Trump’s lies
President Biden’s lies
Kamala Harris could become VP
Trump having too much control over ppl
Having a president children can respect
My family’s life/safety depend on election
Trump gets things done
Trump’s not a politician / tells it like it is
Trump shakes things up
Biden’s positions v. anti-Trump

Gender / power / sexism
Does gender equality exist
Is sexism a problem of the past
Who makes better political leaders 
Perceptions of systemic inequities
Perceptions of gender roles at home and economic opportunity
Views toward women of color and equity
Would country be better off with more women in office
Hostile sexism
Women have the power to change elections
Women are the reason Biden won the popular vote
Views toward the MeToo movement
How often heard Trump say or do sexist things
Life in more danger as a woman because Trump in office
Events made me think of men having more power in gov’t
Talked about issues of sexism, patriarchy, feminism, misogyny
Understood more about how laws/systems may be sexist /favor men
Talked to my kids about consent, MeToo issues
Feel more comfortable speaking up about sexism, feminism, etc.
Felt it’s urgent politicians work on sexism, patriarchy, misogyny

Masculinity
If provoked, ready to punch someone
These days, society punishes men just for being men
It bothers me when a guy acts like a girl
I’d feel comfortable if someone thought I was gay
Joe Biden is soft
Most men would like to be like Trump
Trump takes what he wants, even if others tell him no
Trump controls the decisions in his marriage
Trump is not afraid to use force
Trump has the power to keep the order in this country
Trump’s confident and doesn’t flinch, even if he feels weak

Intersectionality
Would country be better off with more women of color in political office
Women of color have the power to change who wins elections
Women of color are the reason Biden won the popular vote
There can be overlapping types of discrimination
Learned more about intersectionality in past four years

White supremacy / racism
White men are the most attacked group in the country 
Racism is a problem of the past
American citizens are morally superior to immigrants
In some ways, white men know better than other people
I don’t look at the color of a person’s skin
Trump has made it okay to do and say racist things
How often heard Trump say or do racist things
Friends or family implied I was racist b/c of who I voted for
Felt fear / anxiety about family’s safety because of racism in community
Felt fear / anxiety about family’s safety because of police violence
Been target of racist comments or acts
Views toward Black Lives Matter movement
Kamala Harris is tricking everyone; only wants to become president
Learned more about my own white privilege
Events made me think of white people having more power in gov’t
Talked about issues related to racism in country 
Understood more about how laws/systems may be racist
Thought about older white men being overrepresented in gov’t
Feel more comfortable speaking up about racism

Ideological / political views
Our country must avoid becoming socialist / communist
Traditional values are important to me
Political correctness is a major threat to free speech
God chose Trump in 2016 to lead us
Trump cares about people like me
Most people can be trusted
Liberals think they’re better than conservatives
Country would be better off with one strong leader
Everyone has a fair shot to achieve the American Dream
It’s unfair to make all groups in society equal
I feel like I’m not as free as I used to be in America
Trump is an example of the America Dream

Kamala Harris
Favorability 
Excited for first woman of color in WH
Important that girls see woman of color in WH
Important that boys see woman of color in WH
She’s tricking everyone; only wants to become president herself
Having a first woman Black VP is a major victory for Black communities
Having a first South Asian woman VP is a major victory for Asian communities
She says she’s Black or Indian based on what benefits her at the time
She downplays her Black identity
She doesn’t understand being Black in America
She downplays her Indian identity
She doesn’t understand being Indian in America

Impact of Trump years
Trump has made it okay to say or do racist things
Thought about men having more power in gov’t
Thought about white ppl having more power in gov’t
Thought about older white men being overrepresented
Number of conversations about racism
Number of conversations about sexism
Gotten more involved in politics
Understood more how laws/systems may be racist
Understood more how laws/systems may be sexist 
Learned about intersectionality
Talked to kids about consent, MeToo
Felt more comfortable speaking up about sexism
Felt more comfortable speaking up about racism
Learned more about my white privilege
Felt it’s urgent politicians work on racism / racial equality
Felt it’s urgent politicians work on sexism, etc.

Voting in future
Views have become more liberal / progressive since 2015
Views have become more conservative since 2015
Can see self voting Republican in next few elections
Can see self voting Democratic in next few elections
Favorability toward Trump
Favorability toward Biden
Favorability toward Harris
Favorability toward Republican party
Favorability toward Democratic party

Content of PerryUndem Post-Election Survey of the Electorate
N = 2,105 voters, including oversamples of Black, Latino, and API voters, December 9 - 30, 2020, Ipsos KnowledgePanel

Primary research Qs: 1) Where are voters on these issues; 2) What is most associated with 2020 vote choice; 3) What best predicts future voting preferences
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Reading this report. 
Unless otherwise noted, this report focuses on 
n = 2,105 respondents who reported voting in 
the 2020 presidential election.  

Margins of sampling error are larger when 
comparing subgroups within the data. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n
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Detailed Summary
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R e s e a r c h  Q u e s t i o n s

We went into this survey with fairly straightforward
research questions about the presidential election 
and the electorate. 

Our research 
questions. 
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R e s e a r c h  Q u e s t i o n s

Primary research questions:

• What are the strongest predictors of presidential vote choice in 2020?

• What were voters’ top issue priorities, and by segment? Which issues might have driven voters the most?
• What are the strongest predictors of seeing oneself vote Democratic or Republican in the next few elections?

• Can we explore answers to the often-repeated question: “Why did white women vote for Trump?”

• How have the Trump years affected voters of color?
• What is the landscape of opinion on beliefs and perceptions related to race, gender, and power? 

• What will trend data tell us about shifts in recent years?
• To what extent, if any, do voters say the past four years have changed their consciousness and behaviors related to race and gender?

• What are people’s perceptions and views toward Kamala Harris, America’s first woman of color vice president?
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R e s e a r c h  Q u e s t i o n s

1. 
Policy-related issues – including a global 

pandemic and national economic crisis –
were not driving the vote for most people.

2. 
Instead, the top predictors relate to 

President Trump’s lies, perceptions that 
“Trump cares about people like me,”  

Trump “is a great example of the American 

Dream,” views toward Black Lives Matter,  

and other beliefs related to race, gender, 

and power.

3. 
Perceived threat to white male cultural and 

political dominance is also a top predictor 
of vote choice. Among white men, this 

threat explains just as much of the vote as 

party ID. Data suggest that perceived threat 

to white male dominance is at the root of 

“culture wars,” rather than positions on 
issues like abortion and concerns about 

political correctness.

Here’s what data suggest, in brief:
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R e s e a r c h  Q u e s t i o n s

4. 
Among many voters of color, themes of 

racism, violence, safety, and security are 
top voting issues. 

5. 
Trend data and self-reported reflections 

suggest significant shifts in opinion during 
the Trump years, which are highly unusual 

in such a short time frame. We’re seeing a 

burgeoning cultural and political evolution 

among about half of the electorate, while 

the other half is pushing back.

6. 
At this moment in time, the short-term 

electoral outlook looks to remain divided, 
with Democrats having a slight advantage 

on the national stage. 

The details…



Predictors of  
vote choice 
in 2020.

P r e d i c t o r s

Recall the post-2016 narrative and what 
we’ve learned since. 

Part of the narrative around the 2016 presidential election 
results was that Trump voters were motivated by economic 
anxiety or hardship. 

Several studies have failed to prove that hypothesis, finding 
that beliefs related race, gender, and cultural displacement 
were more powerfully associated with vote choice.

https://www.prri.org/research/white-working-class-attitudes-economy-trade-immigration-election-donald-trump/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/polq.12737
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Narratives are important because they structure people’s understanding of what has occurred and why. 
They also guide the behavior of elected representatives in deciding how to represent their constituencies. 
When the people have spoken, the postelection narrative decides what it is they have said. Based on 
these results, it would be a mistake for people to understand the 2016 election as resulting from the 
frustration of those left behind economically. Instead, both experimental evidence and panel survey 
evidence document significant political consequences from a rising sense of status threat among 
dominant groups in the United States.

Lack of a college education was persistently noted as the strongest predictor of Trump support. This 
pattern led journalists with limited data toward economic explanations. 

However, education is also the strongest predictor of support for international trade, a relationship that is 
not tied to income or occupation so much as ethnocentrism (52). Negative attitudes toward racial and 
ethnic diversity are also correlated with low levels of education. In this [2016] election, education 
represented group status threat rather than being left behind economically. Those who felt that the 
hierarchy was being upended—with whites discriminated against more than blacks, Christians 
discriminated against more than Muslims, and men discriminated against more than women—were most 
likely to support Trump.

From Diana C. Mutz’ paper
Department of Political Science, University of Pennsylvania

P r e d i c t o r s

“

https://www.pnas.org/content/115/19/E4330
https://www.pnas.org/content/115/19/E4330
https://www.pnas.org/content/115/19/E4330
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Four years later, 
we find continued 
evidence that race, 
gender, power, and 
threat – in addition 
to views toward 
Trump – played 
dominant roles in 
vote choice.

P r e d i c t o r s

About our analysis.

A survey cannot provide definitive answers about the causes of people’s 
vote choice. Survey data analysis can, however, provide insights into the 
underlying factors using statistical tools such as regression analysis.

Regression identifies the factors measured in the survey that are most 
associated with an outcome, such as voting for Biden or Trump. This 
survey has 176 variables related to voting, including issue priorities, 
political ideology, and views and beliefs related race and gender. 

We conducted regression analysis to explore which of these variables are 
most associated with – or best “predict” – vote choice in the 2020 
presidential election. In other words, out of all 176 variables, which items 
are the best predictors of how people voted? And how much do these 
items explain (the variance in) vote choice?
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Related 
to:

Top attitudinal predictors of 2020 presidential vote choice

President 
Trump

• Extent to which Trump’s lies were part of one’s vote consideration (1)*
• Level of agreement with: “President Trump cares about people like me” (2)
• Level of agreement with: “President Trump is a great example of the 

American Dream” (3)

Race or 
race + 

gender 

• Level of favorability toward Black Lives Matter (4)
• The frequency with which one heard President Trump say or do racist or 

sexist things (5)
• Extent to which Democrats wanting to defund police was part of one’s vote 

consideration (this variable is more correlated with views on race than policy 
preferences) (6)

• Level of agreement with: “Kamala Harris is tricking everyone. She only cares 
about becoming president herself” (7)

• Level of agreement with: “White men are the most attacked group in the 
country right now” (8)

Gender • Perception of whether “my life as a woman was in more danger because of 
Trump being president” (11)

• Perception of whether sexism prevented Clinton from winning in 2016 (12)

Other • Extent to which threats of socialism were part of one’s vote consideration (9)
• Extent to which Biden’s lies were part of one’s vote consideration (10)
• Extent to which having a president children can respect was part of one’s 

vote consideration (13)

* Denotes relative predictive power in the model. #1 has the most predictive power; 
#13 has the least. Each is statistically significant at p < .001. R2 = .85

P r e d i c t o r s

Here are the results.
The strongest individual item predictors of vote 
choice are views related to:

1. President Trump’s lies
2. “President Trump cares about people like me”
3. “President Trump is a great example of the 

American Dream"
4. Favorability toward Black Lives Matter

Other predictors include perceptions related to 
gender, race, threats to socialism, Biden’s lies, 
and having a president children can respect. 
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We also explored 
perceived threat to 
white male dominance 
as an underlying factor 
in voting preferences.

In the US, political and cultural dominance historically 
has been held by whites and men. We created an 
index to help measure levels of perceived threat to 
white male dominance. Using the 11 items in the 
table to the right, each respondent was given a score 
on a 1 to 10 scale. Ten represents the highest level of 
perceived threat to white male dominance and one 
represents the lowest perceived threat.

P r e d i c t o r s
Related to: Perceived threat to white male dominance (WMD) index 

based on:

Gender / 
race + 

gender 

• Agreement scale: White men are the most attacked group in the country 
right now

• Agreement scale: In some ways, white men know better than other 
people about what’s best for our country

• Agreement scale: These days, society seems to punish men just for 
acting like men

• Agreement scale: The country would be better off with more women in 
political office

• Whether or not one has felt it’s urgent that politicians work on sexism, 
patriarchy, and misogyny 

Race • Agreement scale: Discrimination against whites has become as big of a 
problem as discrimination against Blacks, Latinos, or other racial / ethnic 
minorities 

• Agreement scale: The country would be better off with more women of 
color in political office

• Whether or not one has felt it’s urgent that politicians work on racism and 
racial equality

Other • Agreement scale: I feel like I’m not as free as I used to be in America
• Agreement scale: It’s unfair to try to make all groups in our society equal
• Agreement scale: American citizens are morally superior to immigrants 
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P r e d i c t o r s

As this chart indicates, the index is highly 
predictive of vote choice in the 2020 
presidential election. Nearly all respondents 
(99%) who have a score of one on the 
scale voted for Biden v. 0% who scored a 
10 (note: 1% of the sample).

This index explains 54% of the variance in 
vote choice, which is substantial. For 
comparison, ideology explains 43% of the 
variance and a 7-point party ID scale 
explains 63%.

Among white men voters, the index has 
about as much explanatory power as party 
ID (62% and 63% respectively).

Perceived threat to white male cultural and political dominance
By Biden vote 

Bi
de

n 
vo

te
 p

er
ce

nt
ag

e
Level of perceived threat on index

1 = lowest level of perceived threat
10 = highest level of perceived threat

% of voters 
by score

1 14%

2 13%

3 12%

4 10%

5 9%

6 13%

7 14%

8 8%

9 5%

10 1%
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Here’s what we 
learned about the top 
individual item 
predictors of vote 
choice.

P r e d i c t o r s

Predictors related to President Trump.

It’s not a surprise that three of the strongest individual item 
predictors of vote choice relate to voters’ perceptions and 
views toward President Trump. Republicans remain steadfast 
in their support of Trump (85% favorable), while 91% of 
Democrats are strongly unfavorable. 

Among Biden voters, 32% say their vote for Biden was more 
about voting against Trump than in favor of Biden’s policies 
(19%), with 48% saying it was both. 

The nature of each of the top three predictors, however, is 
interesting. 
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P r e d i c t o r s

“President Trump’s lies.”

Data are clear that “President Trump’s lies” was a 
major factor in people’s votes – which shows up in 
both the regression analysis and reflections from 
voters themselves. 

Eighty-one percent of Biden voters say that 
“President Trump’s lies” were a major part of their 
thinking about who should be president – at the top 
of 50 election issues we measured. 

Among respondents who did not vote for Clinton in 
2016 but voted Biden in 2020, President Trump’s lies 
was one of their top two issues (COVID-19 the other).
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“President Trump cares about people like 
me.” 

One of President Trump’s strengths is his ability to connect 
with and convey empathy for his supporters. Eighty-three 
percent of Trump voters agree that Trump “cares about 
people like me” and 54% agree strongly. 

Within Trump voters, white men (58%) and white women 
(54%) are most likely to strongly agree with this statement v. 
43% of voters of color who voted for Trump.

We ran regressions to predict agreement with “President 
Trump cares about people like me.” The perceived threat to 
white male dominance (WMD) index explains 58% of the 
variance in this measure. For comparison, party ID explains 
56% and level of education explains 3% of the variance. 

See page 83 for other statistically significant predictors. 

P r e d i c t o r s
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“President Trump is a great example of 
the American Dream.” 

Thirty-five percent of all voters agree that “President 
Trump is a great example of the American Dream,” 
including 76% of men who voted for Trump and 65% of 
women Trump voters. 

Among those who agreed, we followed up with a 
question to explore what the statement may mean to 
people. In a list we provided, 71% say he’s a great 
example of the American Dream because “he’s a 
successful businessman.” Close to half ascribe 
traditionally masculine traits to the connection: 46% say 
because “he doesn’t let anyone get in his way” and 
45% say “he never shows any weakness.” Smaller 
proportions say Trump is a great example of the 
American Dream because “he provides for his family” 
(39%), “he’s a good father” (28%), and “he and his wife 
are happily married” (17%).

P r e d i c t o r s



26

P r e d i c t o r s

Level of agreement with “God chose President Trump to lead 
us in 2016” also aligns with the belief that Trump is an example 
of the American Dream.

Another top predictor is agreeing that Kamala Harris “is tricking 
everyone and only cares about becoming president herself.”

Finally, the extent to which someone describes Trump as 
having “the power to keep order in this country” is predictive of 
considering Trump a great example of the American dream. 

Regression analysis indicates that perceptions 
related to gender and race are among the most 
predictive of agreeing “President Trump is a 
great example of the American Dream.”  

The perceived threat to WMD index is highly predictive of 
agreement with this measure, explaining 55% of the variance 
(party ID explains 54%). 

We also examined individual item predictors. Interestingly, the top 
individual predictor is agreeing that “most men would love to be 
like Donald Trump.”

Second is Trump’s lies as a voting consideration (predicts 
disagreement). 

Having heard President Trump say or do racist or sexist things, as 
well as perceiving the president as normalizing racism, are 
strongly correlated with disagreeing Trump is a great example of 
the American Dream.



27

Predictors related to race.P r e d i c t o r s

Favorability toward Black Lives Matter (BLM).

Favorability toward BLM is one of the strongest predictors of vote 
choice. Seventy-eight percent of Biden voters are favorable of BLM 
and 86% of Trump voters are unfavorable. 

In regressions, we explored predictors of favorability toward BLM:
Is perceived threat to white male dominance a stronger predictor of 
views toward BLM than voting priorities around “law and order,” 
“violent protesters,” and “Democrats wanting to defund the 
police”? In other words, are views driven by events during the 
summer of 2020 or something deeper?

Results show it’s something deeper. The perceived threat to WMD 
index explains 60% of the variance in views toward BLM, which is 
uncommonly substantial. The other measures explain 25%. In other 
words, perceived threat to political and cultural white male 
dominance is the predominant driver of favorability toward the 
Black Lives Matter movement. 

See page 82 for more details.
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“Democrats wanting to defund the police.” 

Sixty-five percent of Trump voters say “Democrats wanting to 
defund the police” was a “major” part of their thinking about
who should be president (v. 13% of Biden voters). Biden 
voters are more likely to say that “police violence” (42%), “an 
unfair justice system” (47%), and “racism or white supremacy” 
(57%) were major considerations.

P r e d i c t o r s

Data suggest that the magnetism of the defund rhetoric is 
connected more to views related to race than priorities 
around safety or law and order. 

For example, in a model predicting “Democrats wanting to defund 
the police” as a voting consideration, we find that views toward 
Black Lives Matter is a stronger predictor than “having law and 
order” as a voting consideration. Other predictors include “white 
men are the most attacked group in the country.”

The WMD index is also predictive, explaining 23% of the variation 
in views – the same explanatory power of party ID (23%).
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Additionally, when given an example of a policy idea related to 
“defunding the police,” just 18% of voters oppose it (see chart 
at the right). 

Among Trump voters who say that “Democrats wanting to 
defund the police” was one of their top 2 or 3 voting issues, 
42% say they support the idea at right. One in three opposes it 
(35%) and 23% are unsure. 

Support for the actual policy (at right) is among the least 
predictive of considering the issue a voting priority.

P r e d i c t o r s
Would you support or oppose this idea: 

Police could focus on crimes like burglary and murder, and 
other service providers could focus on emergency calls 

about addiction, mental illness, and homelessness.

N = 2,105 2020 voters
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Predictors related to 
gender (+ race)

“Kamala Harris is tricking everyone. She only 
cares about becoming president herself.” 

One of the top predictors of vote choice is the level of agreement 
with the above statement. Initially, the finding was surprising to us. 
Out of 176 variables, this was one of the most predictive?

After further analysis, however, the result seemed less surprising. 
Beliefs toward race, gender, power, and perceived threat to white 
male dominance had powerful roles in vote choice. Views toward
Kamala Harris could be a proxy for all of those beliefs.

Voters can project their beliefs about Black people, Asian people, 
women, power, and threat to power onto one public figure. In 
other words, one’s views toward race, gender, and threat to white 
male dominance might be encapsulated in this one measure. 

The threat to WMD index alone explains 60% of the variance in 
views of Kamala Harris “tricking everyone,” which is remarkably 
substantial. Party ID explains 52%. Having Fox News as a main 
source of political news is also predictive, even when controlling 
for party ID and threat to WMD. 

P r e d i c t o r s
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P r e d i c t o r s

We also explored the 
possible role of media 
framing effects on views 
that Harris is deceptive and 
only cares about becoming 
president herself. 

Q: Do Trump supporters’ 
views of Harris vary by 
their main source of news 
coverage? 
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“Kamala Harris is tricking everyone. She only 
cares about becoming president herself.”

Percent strongly agree

Among n = 729 Trump voters

Yes, we do find statistically significant 
correlations, suggesting that media 
framing may be playing a role. 

For example, 68% of Trump supporters who get most 
of their political news from Fox News strongly agree 
with the anti-Harris sentiment vs. 56% of Trump voters 
who get their news elsewhere. Similar proportions 
exist among respondents whose main source of news 
is Breitbart, InfoWars, or other non-mainstream media. 

More research would be needed to codify anti-Harris 
coverage by news source. 

P r e d i c t o r s
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See pages 84 to 89 for more details 
about other predictors of vote choice 
and predictors by gender and race / 
ethnicity. 

P r e d i c t o r s



The role of 50 
different 
election issues 
and events.

I s s u e s
We explored the role of 50 different election 
issues and events in people’s minds around 
who should be president.

We asked respondents to self-report the degree to which 
issues and events were a major part, some part, a little part, 
or no part in their thinking in the past few years about who 
should be president. Overall, the most common issue 
considerations voters say played a “major” part are: 

• The economy / jobs (62% of all voters)
• Government corruption (56%)
• Threats to democracy (55%)
• Keeping American safe (53%)
• The coronavirus outbreak (51%)

There are stark issue differences between Biden and Trump 
voters. Biden voters are most likely to say President Trump’s 
lies and COVID-19 were major considerations. At the top for 
Trump voters were the economy and jobs, putting America 
first, and keeping America safe.
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% Major part of my thinking in past few years about who should be president

N = 1,258

N = 729

I s s u e s

See pages 57 to 80 for more segmentation by gender, race, etc.
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I s s u e s

Notably, the third most common 
issue that Biden voters considered 
– just after Trump’s lies and the 
pandemic – was “President Trump 
and his administration having too 
much power and control over 
people.”

In recent years, themes of power and control emerge in 
almost every focus group we’ve conducted among 
Democrats and Democrat-leaning independents.

"I think that there is a new feeling for 
me: that I’m moving in the direction 

that I’m not as free as I used to 
be. And at any moment could be told 

what to do and controlled. I assume it’s 
the tone at the top that is letting this 

happen. But what scares me the most 
is that there’s something like 50% of 

the people of this country believe that 
it’s okay to control others.”

Atlanta voter
Aug. 2019

“
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Majorities of voters of color in the survey say racism or white 
supremacy was a “major” or “some” part of their thinking 
about who should be president. More than half of Black, 
Latina/o/x, and AAPI voters say the same about “I felt like my 
family’s life and safety depended on the 2020 election.” 

Here are some experiences during the Trump years:

• Majorities of voters of color say they heard – “many times” – President 
Trump say or do things that could be seen as racist.

• Majorities also agree that “President Trump has made some people 
feel it’s okay to say or do racist things.” This is a comment we’ve 
heard frequently in focus groups. 

• More than half of Black women in the survey (57%) say they felt fear or 
anxiety for their family’s safety on a weekly basis during the past four 
years because of police violence.

• Close to half of voters of color and 56% of AAPI women say they’ve 
faced racist comments directed at them in the past four years. 

• One in six AAPI voters in the survey (18%) says they or a family 
member have been targeted by anti-Asian racism as a result of 
politicians using slurs around COVID-19. Of those who report these 
experiences, the victims are more likely to be women than men.

See pages 65 to 76 for more details.

Among many voters 
of color, themes of 
racism, violence, 
safety, and security 
emerge as voting 
issues. 

I s s u e s



What is the 
landscape of 
views toward 
race, gender, 
and power?

L a n d s c a p e

We learned quickly when we dug into the data that views 
toward race, gender, and power are related to party ID 
and vote choice. 

We find huge gulfs in views. 
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Beliefs, 
perceptions, and 
views related to 
race and power.

L a n d s c a p e
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L a n d s c a p e

Beliefs, 
perceptions, and 
views related to 
gender and power.

Egalitarian views on gender are not 
necessarily correlated with one’s gender. 
Women who voted for Trump resemble men 
who voted Trump on these items. Men who 
voted for Biden resemble women who voted 
for Biden. 
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L a n d s c a p e

Beliefs, 
perceptions, and 
views related to 
masculinity.



Why did white 
women vote 
for President 
Trump (again)?

W h i t e  W o m e n  Tr u m p  V o t e r s
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W h i t e  W o m e n  Tr u m p  V o t e r s

Perceptions of President Trump, race, 
gender, power, and threat to power.

The top predictors of white women voting for Trump are not 
issue positions, but rather, agreeing that “President Trump 
cares about people like me.” Other predictors include being 
unfavorable of Black Lives Matter and agreeing that “white 
men are the most attacked group in the country.” 

The WMD index is also highly predictive, explaining 56% of 
the variance in vote choice. Party ID explains 60%. 

Views toward race, gender, and power are vastly different –
in some cases almost mirror opposites (see chart on the 
next page). 



44

Interestingly, nearly half of white women who voted 
for Biden (48%) says their views have become more 
progressive or liberal since Trump first ran for 
president in 2015 (2% more conservative). 

About one in four white women who voted for Trump 
(28%) says their views have become more 
conservative during that same time (3% say more 
progressive or liberal). 

See pages 113 to 118 for more details, including
issue considerations.

W h i t e  W o m e n  Tr u m p  V o t e r s
Beliefs, perceptions, and views 

related to race, gender, and power
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What, if 
anything, 
has changed 
since 2016?

C h a n g e

The data suggest major shifts over the past 
four years, especially related to gender and 
race, in consciousness, opinion, and behavior. 

We’ve seen sustained national dialogue on issues related race, 
gender, and power over the past four years. Both trend data 
and voters’ self-reports indicate sizeable shifts in awareness, 
opinion, and conversations on these topics. 
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Here’s what the 
trend data suggest 
about shifts in views 
related to gender, 
race, and power.
See pages 90 to 112 for detailed data.

Data suggest:

• Double-digit increases in voters' perceptions that men have more power in society than 
women (65% of registered voters in Dec. 2016 v. 83% in Dec. 2018)

• Double-digit increase in Republican men perceiving men as having more power than 
women in the federal government (66% in Dec. 2016 to 83% in Dec. 2020)

• Double-digit increases among independent women (+15) and Republican women (+12) 
in agreeing the country would be better off with more women in political office (Dec. 
2016 to Dec. 2020)

• The proportion of Republican women who believe men make better political leaders 
than women cut in half (39% in Dec. 2016 to 18% in Dec. 2020)

• The proportion of Democratic men holding hostile sexist beliefs shrunk by half (42% in 
Dec. 2016 v. 21% in Dec. 2020)

• Double-digit decreases among Democratic women, Democratic men, independent 
women, and Republican women in thinking women of color have equal opportunities to 
white women (e.g., 41% of Democratic women in Dec. 2016 to 15% in Dec. 2020)

• Double-digit decreases among Democratic men (-17) and independent women (-20) in 
agreement that “discrimination against whites has become just as big of a problem as 
discrimination against Blacks, Latinos, or other racial/ethnic minorities.”

• Democratic men and women are +10 points more likely to now say that sexism 
prevented Clinton from winning in 2016 than they were in December 2016. 

C h a n g e



47

Interestingly, Republican men are outliers in the tracking 
data. In some cases, data suggest they’ve moved away 
from egalitarian views during the Trump years. 

This movement may be a reaction to a perceived status 
threat. As Mutz writes: 

When members of a dominant group feel threatened, 
several well-established reactions help these groups 
regain a sense of dominance and wellbeing. First, 
perceived threat makes status quo, hierarchical social 
and political arrangements more attractive (18). Thus, 
conservatism surges along with a nostalgia for the stable 
hierarchies of the past. Perceived threat also triggers 
defense of the dominant ingroup, a greater emphasis on 
the importance of conformity to group norms, and 
increased outgroup negativity (19, 20). 

Notably, tracking data show sexist views spiking after the 
Kavanaugh and Ford events. Republican men are -23 
points less likely to believe women in MeToo allegations 
now v. in 2017. Being more likely to think gender equality 
has been achieved may also be part of a defensive 
response.

Among Republican men registered voters:

C h a n g e

https://www.pnas.org/content/115/19/E4330
https://www.pnas.org/content/115/19/E4330
https://www.pnas.org/content/115/19/E4330
https://www.pnas.org/content/115/19/E4330
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We also asked voters 
directly about their 
thinking and 
behavior change in 
the past four years 
related to race, 
gender, and power. 

Data suggest many sizeable shifts 
among respondents who voted for 
Biden. 

During the past four years of President Trump’s presidency, 
majorities of Biden voters say they: 

• Thought about white people having more power in 
government than people of color (77%);

• Talked several times with friends or family about issues 
related to racism (75%);

• Understood more about how our laws and systems may be 
racist (75%);

• Learned more about their own white privilege (69% of white 
Biden voters); and

• Felt more comfortable speaking up about racism (64%).

A large majority of Biden voters (89%) says that racism or white 
supremacy was part of their thinking about who should be 
president in the 2020 election.

C h a n g e
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C h a n g e

During the past four years of President Trump’s presidency, 
majorities of Biden voters also say they: 

• Understood more about how laws and systems may be 
sexist or favor men (66%);

• Thought about men having more power in government than 
women (66%);

• Have had several conversations about issues related to 
sexism, feminism, patriarchy, or misogyny (64%); and

• Felt more comfortable speaking up about sexism, feminism, 
patriarchy, or misogyny (55%).

In the 2020 election, a majority of women who voted for Biden 
(83%) say sexism, patriarchy, or misogyny was part of their 
thinking about who should be president. A majority of men
who voted for Biden also considered sexism, patriarchy, or 
misogyny in their thinking (81%).

See pages 95 to 98 for more details and comparisons to 
Trump voters.
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What the data 
suggest about 
voters’ intentions 
in the next few 
elections. 

L o o k i n g  F o r w a r d

We explored:

• Whether voters say they’ve shifted more progressive or
conservative during the Trump years;

• Who voters say they think they’ll tend to vote for in the next 
few elections: Republican candidates, Democratic 
candidates, both equally, other candidates;

• The extent to which voters say they can see themselves 
voting Republican or Democratic; and

• Which of the 176 variables in the study predict seeing 
oneself voting Republican and seeing oneself voting 
Democratic in the next few elections.

Here are the takeaways.
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• As expected, future vote intentions are closely correlated with 2020 vote choice. 
That said, Biden voters are more likely say they can “definitely” see themselves 
continuing to vote Democratic than Trump voters are to say the same about 
Republican candidates (60% v. 45%). 

• Nearly one-quarter of respondents (23%) say their view(s) have become more 
liberal / progressive since Trump first ran in 2015; 17% say more conservative. 
Biden voters are more likely to say they’ve become more liberal or progressive 
(42%) than Trump voters are to say they’ve become more conservative (33%).   

• Data suggest that voters who did not vote for Clinton in 2016 but switched to 
Biden in 2020 are likely to keep voting for Democratic candidates. 

• While suburban women are split overall, stark racial/ethnic differences emerge. 
Suburban white women are +16 points more likely to say they’ll tend to vote 
Republican (40%) than Democratic (24%); suburban women of color are +47 
points more likely to say they’ll vote Democratic (56%) than Republican (9%). 

• There are significant gender gaps within segments, such as within non-college 
educated, white, and suburban voters. College-educated men are about as likely 
as college-educated women to see themselves voting for Democratic candidates 
in the next few elections (61% v. 63%). That said, they are more likely to also 
envision themselves voting for Republican candidates (46% v. 34%). 

• While Trump may have performed better in 2020 among a fraction of Black and 
Latino/x men, data also suggest a backlash, especially among Black men. For 
example, 33% of Black men voters say their views have become more 
progressive / liberal since Trump first ran in 2015 v. 11% who say the same about 
becoming more conservative. 

See pages 123 to 138 for more details. 

L o o k i n g  F o r w a r d

Here’s what 
respondents say 
about their current 
intentions for the 
next few elections.
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What is most 
predictive of being 
able to see oneself 
vote for Democratic 
or Republican 
candidates in the 
next few elections?

Many of the same variables that predict 2020 vote choice show up in 
the analysis: views and perceptions related to Trump, race, gender, 
and power.

For women, feeling excited about having Kamala Harris as the first 
woman of color vice president is a top predictor of seeing oneself vote 
Democratic in the next few elections – including a top predictor 
among white women, Black women, AAPI women, and AAPI men.

Some of the strongest predictors of envisioning oneself voting 
Republican include “our country must avoid socialism” and views 
toward Biden’s masculinity (“Joe Biden is too soft”).

The perceived threat to white male dominance index is also 
predictive of seeing oneself vote Republican, alone explaining 43% 
of the variation in views (party ID explains 57%).

See pages 136 to 138 for detailed results by segment.

L o o k i n g  F o r w a r d
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Conclusion.

C o n c l u s i o n
In recent years, beliefs and perceptions related to race, gender, and 
power have permeated nearly every focus group discussion we’ve 
conducted, regardless of the policy issue, topic, or racial or gender 
composition of the participants. 

Survey data provide evidence that these beliefs, including perceived 
threat to white male dominance, are among the predominant factors 
explaining the 2020 presidential vote. These findings correspond with 
conclusions drawn from several 2016 election studies. 

What’s different? Even a global pandemic and national financial crisis 
cannot match the durability and dominion of people’s core beliefs 
around race, gender, and power.

Data also suggest a burgeoning cultural evolution, driven by about half 
of the electorate who voted for Biden. These voters have become 
more aware of traditional hierarchies during the Trump presidency, and 
they’re pushing back. In our research, we also see Black voters in 
particular becoming “systems” voters, rather than issue-specific 
voters. They also recognize their power as a voting bloc.

At the same time, the Trump years compounded issues related to 
insecurity and a lack of safety for many voters of color. Many say they 
voted in this election because “I left like my life depended on it.” They 
are unlikely to forget the impact of the past four years on their health,
lives, and families.
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C o n c l u s i o n

The 2016 election and Trump’s presidency reminded us it’s 
foolish to predict the future. What we know is that political 
and cultural white male dominance is under threat and that 
threat is strongly related to voting behavior. 

We’d venture to guess that Republican political campaigns 
will continue to tap into that threat as well as center threats 
of socialism in their rhetoric. 

At the same time, Democrats are likely to try to appeal to a 
multi-racial, majority-women coalition, within which racial 
justice, power, and equity issues are among the most 
salient issues. 

What happens when the two parties contest each other on 
these core beliefs? At this fleeting moment, data suggest 
that Democrats have the slight advantage on the national 
stage. 

Long term, we think the civil rights movement that erupted 
during the Trump years will continue a cultural and political 
trajectory toward more freedom, opportunity, justice, and 
equity for all. 

mailto:tresa@perryundem.com


55

Supplementary Data
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57 2020 Issue considerations

81 Predictors of vote choice

90 Shifts in opinion, consciousness, and behavior

113 Why white women voted for President Trump (again)

119 Perceptions of Vice President Harris

123 What voters say about the next few elections

S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  D A T A  B Y  T O P I C
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Issue considerations. 1
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50 2020 election issues 
COVID-19
Economy/jobs
Economic inequality
Trump’s actions on climate
Lowering health care costs
Trump cutting taxes
Government corruption
Having law and order
Keeping America safe
Military funding
Politicians banning / restricting abortion
President Trump being pro-life
Voting rights / suppression
Affordable childcare
Paid family and medical leave
LGBTQ rights
Illegal immigration
Immigrant rights
Family separation at the border
Gun policy
Foreign affairs
Racism / white supremacy
George Floyd’s murder
George Floyd calling out for his mother
Police violence
White supremacist violence
Democrats wanting to defund police
Violent protesters (pre 1/6/21)
Unfair justice system
Pedophilia among Dems in power
Weeding out the Deep State
Draining “the Swamp” in DC
Putting America first
Sexism, patriarchy, or misogyny
Sexual harassment, assault, MeToo
Access Hollywood tape
Sexual assault allegations against Trump
Sexual assault allegations against Biden
Trump’s success with SCOTUS nominees
Who will choose next SCOTUS nominees
Death of RBG
Events around Kavanaugh nomination
Threats to democracy
Threats of socialism
President Trump’s lies
President Biden’s lies
Kamala Harris could become VP
Trump having too much control over ppl
Having a president children can respect
My family’s life/safety depend on election
Trump gets things done
Trump’s not a politician / tells it like it is
Trump shakes things up
Biden’s positions v. anti-Trump

We explored 50 different issue themes 
that voters may have considered in 
their vote for president.

Respondents were asked: 

“In the past few years, have any of these things been part 
of your thinking about who should be president?” 

Yes, a major part
Yes, some part 
Yes, a little part
No, not part of my thinking
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Overall, the most common 
issue considerations are: 

• The economy / jobs
• Government corruption
• Threats to democracy
• Keeping American safe
• The coronavirus outbreak

% Major part of my thinking about who 
should be president
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Issues cont.

% Major part of my thinking about who 
should be president
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There are stark issue differences 
between Biden and Trump voters.

Biden voters are most likely to say President Trump’s lies, 
COVID-19, and Trump and his administration having too much 
power and control have been major considerations. 

At the top for Trump voters are the economy and jobs, 
putting America first, and keeping America safe.

See next page.
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% Major part of my thinking in past few years about 
who should be president

Minimum margin of error for comparisons: + 4 pts

N = 1,258

N = 729
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Among Trump voters, 
women and men have 
similar top issue priorities.

N = 363 N = 366

+10

+16

% Major part of my thinking in past few years 
about who should be president

Minimum margin of error for comparisons: + 5 pts
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-8

-8

N = 680 N = 578

The same is true among 
Biden voters.

% Major part of my thinking in past few years 
about who should be president

Minimum margin of error for comparisons: + 5 pts
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Black voters have been 
thinking about many
different issues, several of 
which are systemic in 
nature.

% Major part of my thinking in past few years 
about who should be president

Minimum margin of error for comparisons: + 7 pts

N = 343 N = 294 N = 318 N = 1,136
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Again, voting issues are starkly 
different by vote choice. 

The next slide shows the differences between 
each group and all Biden voters.

% Major part of my thinking over past few 
years about who should be president

Minimum margin of error for comparisons: 
+ 8 pts

N = 1,258 N = 295 N = 152 N = 229 N = 535
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Difference between each group 
compared to all Biden voters.

For example, 81% of Black Biden voters 
say Trump’s lies have been a major 

consideration – the same proportion of all 
Biden voters (0-pt difference); 75% of 

Latina/o/x Biden voters say the same (-6). 

Minimum margin of error for comparisons: +
7 pts
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The top three issues are 
consistent across white, 
Latina/o/x, and AAPI 
Trump voters. 

Caution: Small cell sizes of AAPI and 
Latina/o/x Trump voters.

% Major part of my thinking over past few 
years about who should be president

Note small sample size for Latino and AAPI Trump 
voters. Minimum margin of error comparing 

Latina/o/x and AAPI Trump voters: + 14 points

N = 729 N = 80 N = 85 N = 534 N = 184
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N = 729 N = 80 N = 85 N = 534 N = 184

Difference between each 
group to all Trump voters.

In our survey, 82% of Trump voters 
are white, which is why they mirror all 

Trump voters.

Minimum margin of error comparing 
Latina/o/x and AAPI Trump voters: 

+ 14 points
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Themes of racism, violence, safety, and security 
among voters of color.
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18%
Of AAPI voters say 
yes

Victim more likely to be 
a woman 

(small sample size)

Some people have anti-Asian views after President 
Trump and other public officials called coronavirus the 
"China virus" or "Chinese virus." Have you or a family 
member been the target of racist comments or acts 

because of these views? (n = 318)
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Detailed tables. Following are detailed tables with issue 
considerations segmented by subgroup.
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"Major part” of thinking Total Women Men Biden 
voters

Trump 
voters

Biden 
women Biden men Trump 

women
Trump 
men

The economy and jobs 62% 59% 64% 52% 73% 52% 51% 69% 77%
Government corruption 56% 55% 57% 53% 59% 54% 52% 56% 61%

Threats to democracy 55% 52% 59% 57% 55% 54% 59% 50% 59%
Keeping America safe 53% 55% 51% 36% 72% 42% 29% 73% 70%

The coronavirus outbreak 51% 55% 48% 76% 24% 76% 76% 26% 23%
Putting America first 46% 44% 48% 22% 73% 26% 17% 69% 76%

Having law and order 46% 46% 46% 28% 65% 32% 24% 63% 66%
Lowering health care costs 44% 46% 42% 54% 33% 55% 52% 34% 33%

President Trump’s lies 43% 46% 40% 81% 3% 80% 82% 3% 2%
Having a president that children can respect 41% 44% 37% 56% 25% 58% 53% 25% 23%

Voting rights or voter suppression 41% 41% 41% 52% 30% 51% 53% 29% 31%
I felt like my family’s life and safety depended on the 2020 

election 40% 43% 38% 43% 38% 47% 39% 38% 38%

Gun policy 39% 39% 39% 31% 48% 35% 25% 43% 51%
Foreign affairs 39% 36% 42% 39% 39% 36% 41% 35% 42%

Who will get to choose the next Supreme Court justices 38% 38% 38% 43% 33% 44% 41% 30% 36%
Democrats wanting to defund the police 37% 37% 38% 13% 65% 16% 9% 64% 63%

President Trump's success in appointing Supreme Court 
justices 36% 36% 37% 35% 38% 37% 33% 34% 42%

Kamala Harris could become Vice President 36% 37% 35% 32% 42% 35% 27% 39% 44%
Violent protesters 36% 36% 36% 22% 51% 25% 19% 49% 51%

Threats of socialism 36% 33% 39% 9% 65% 11% 8% 62% 68%
President Trump's actions on the climate / environment 36% 37% 34% 57% 13% 57% 57% 11% 14%

President Trump and his administration having too much 
power and control over people 35% 38% 32% 66% 3% 64% 67% 3% 2%

An unfair justice system 35% 39% 30% 47% 23% 50% 42% 25% 20%
Racism or white supremacy 34% 39% 28% 57% 8% 59% 54% 12% 5%

Draining "The Swamp” in Washington, DC 33% 29% 38% 17% 52% 16% 17% 47% 57%

“In the past few years, have any of these things been part of your thinking about who should be president?” 
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"Major part” of thinking Total Women Men Biden 
voters

Trump 
voters

Biden 
women Biden men Trump 

women
Trump 
men

Illegal immigration 33% 33% 33% 22% 46% 25% 17% 43% 49%
Politicians banning abortion and restricting access to 

abortion 33% 38% 27% 39% 27% 44% 31% 31% 23%
Economic inequality 32% 36% 27% 49% 14% 52% 47% 17% 10%

President Trump cutting taxes 32% 28% 36% 18% 47% 20% 15% 39% 55%
White supremacist violence in places like Charlottesville 32% 36% 27% 54% 8% 54% 52% 11% 5%

Police violence 31% 35% 27% 42% 19% 45% 36% 20% 19%
Immigrant children and families being separating at the 

border 29% 34% 24% 53% 4% 56% 48% 5% 3%
Military funding 29% 28% 30% 18% 41% 19% 17% 39% 43%

Immigrant rights 29% 32% 25% 41% 15% 44% 36% 16% 15%
Joe Biden’s lies 29% 25% 32% 3% 57% 3% 3% 56% 58%

President Trump being pro-life on abortion 28% 30% 27% 21% 37% 24% 18% 40% 35%

Sexism, patriarchy, or misogyny 24% 29% 18% 40% 7% 45% 33% 8% 5%
Sexual assault allegations against President Trump 23% 25% 20% 41% 2% 43% 38% 2% 3%
The events around Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation 22% 20% 23% 24% 19% 26% 22% 13% 25%

Paid family and medical leave 21% 27% 15% 32% 10% 38% 24% 11% 7%
The death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 21% 25% 17% 35% 6% 38% 30% 6% 5%

Weeding out the Deep State in the FBI and CIA 20% 16% 25% 7% 36% 8% 6% 27% 44%
George Floyd's murder 20% 25% 14% 34% 4% 40% 27% 5% 3%

Affordable childcare 20% 23% 16% 29% 9% 33% 23% 10% 9%
The Access Hollywood tape with Trump talking about 

grabbing women 19% 23% 14% 35% 1% 38% 29% 2% 1%
LGBTQ rights 17% 21% 13% 29% 5% 32% 23% 5% 5%

Sexual harassment, assault, or the MeToo movement 17% 23% 12% 28% 6% 34% 19% 7% 5%
Pedophilia among Democrats in power 17% 16% 18% 6% 29% 7% 5% 27% 29%
George Floyd calling out for his mother 16% 20% 12% 29% 2% 33% 24% 4% 2%

Sexual assault allegations against Joe Biden 14% 12% 16% 4% 24% 5% 4% 20% 25%

“In the past few years, have any of these things been part of your thinking about who should be president?” 
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"Major part” of thinking Black Latino/x AAPI White Black 
women

Black 
men

Latina/x 
women

Latino/x 
men

AAPI 
women

AAPI 
men

White 
women

White 
men

The economy and jobs 63% 64% 56% 62% 66% 60% 66% 61% 55% 57% 57% 66%
Government corruption 58% 59% 48% 55% 60% 55% 59% 60% 47% 48% 54% 57%

Threats to democracy 57% 54% 49% 56% 57% 57% 53% 54% 50% 47% 51% 61%
Keeping America safe 53% 54% 44% 53% 56% 48% 56% 51% 47% 40% 55% 52%

The coronavirus outbreak 75% 60% 57% 45% 76% 74% 66% 54% 59% 55% 48% 42%
Putting America first 41% 42% 34% 49% 48% 32% 39% 45% 35% 34% 46% 52%

Having law and order 38% 51% 36% 47% 44% 31% 50% 51% 37% 36% 45% 48%
Lowering health care costs 57% 51% 35% 41% 61% 51% 57% 44% 37% 32% 41% 41%

President Trump’s lies 72% 48% 49% 37% 73% 71% 53% 43% 55% 43% 39% 34%
Having a president that children can respect 57% 42% 42% 37% 59% 54% 51% 32% 47% 36% 39% 36%

Voting rights or voter suppression 60% 44% 40% 38% 59% 61% 45% 43% 40% 39% 37% 38%
I felt like my family’s life and safety depended on the 

2020 election 56% 41% 37% 38% 58% 53% 43% 39% 40% 35% 40% 36%
Gun policy 36% 42% 30% 39% 43% 26% 42% 42% 30% 30% 38% 40%

Foreign affairs 33% 31% 35% 41% 33% 32% 28% 35% 35% 35% 37% 45%
Who will get to choose the next Supreme Court 

justices 45% 37% 36% 37% 46% 44% 41% 33% 40% 33% 36% 39%
Democrats wanting to defund the police 18% 30% 23% 42% 19% 17% 31% 29% 22% 24% 42% 43%

President Trump's success in appointing Supreme 
Court justices 38% 32% 34% 37% 41% 33% 34% 31% 35% 32% 35% 39%

Kamala Harris could become Vice President 43% 33% 31% 36% 45% 41% 33% 34% 29% 33% 36% 35%
Violent protesters 30% 34% 27% 37% 31% 27% 34% 34% 28% 26% 37% 38%

Threats of socialism 23% 29% 23% 40% 26% 19% 29% 30% 17% 30% 36% 45%
President Trump's actions on the climate / 

environment 45% 40% 43% 33% 44% 46% 42% 37% 44% 43% 34% 31%
President Trump and his administration having too 

much power and control over people 63% 38% 39% 30% 64% 61% 43% 33% 44% 33% 31% 28%
An unfair justice system 64% 39% 34% 29% 66% 61% 42% 36% 38% 31% 34% 25%

Racism or white supremacy 70% 44% 39% 25% 71% 69% 51% 36% 44% 34% 30% 20%
Draining "The Swamp” in Washington, DC 25% 29% 25% 37% 21% 30% 27% 32% 22% 28% 32% 41%

“In the past few years, have any of these things been part of your thinking about who should be president?” 
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“In the past few years, have any of these things been part of your thinking about who should be president?” 

"Major part” of thinking Black Latino/x AAPI White Black 
women

Black 
men

Latina/x 
women

Latino/x 
men

AAPI 
women

AAPI 
men

White 
women

White 
men

Illegal immigration 22% 38% 22% 34% 26% 17% 43% 33% 20% 25% 33% 36%
Politicians banning abortion and restricting access to 

abortion 36% 39% 30% 32% 39% 31% 48% 29% 32% 27% 38% 26%

Economic inequality 62% 42% 34% 26% 65% 57% 48% 34% 37% 30% 29% 22%
President Trump cutting taxes 25% 29% 25% 34% 27% 21% 29% 30% 22% 28% 28% 39%

White supremacist violence in places like 
Charlottesville 62% 40% 33% 25% 62% 61% 47% 31% 35% 30% 28% 21%

Police violence 62% 40% 25% 24% 61% 64% 47% 32% 26% 24% 27% 21%
Immigrant children and families being separating at 

the border 50% 47% 26% 23% 57% 39% 52% 42% 31% 22% 27% 19%

Military funding 24% 27% 18% 31% 26% 21% 27% 28% 19% 17% 29% 33%
Immigrant rights 39% 39% 27% 25% 45% 29% 46% 30% 27% 28% 27% 23%
Joe Biden’s lies 6% 22% 17% 34% 4% 8% 20% 24% 14% 21% 31% 37%

President Trump being pro-life on abortion 19% 28% 25% 31% 23% 13% 28% 28% 26% 23% 32% 29%
Sexism, patriarchy, or misogyny 40% 31% 26% 19% 44% 35% 36% 25% 34% 18% 24% 14%

Sexual assault allegations against President Trump 37% 30% 22% 19% 37% 37% 34% 26% 26% 17% 21% 16%
The events around Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation 24% 27% 21% 21% 24% 23% 26% 27% 21% 21% 18% 23%

Paid family and medical leave 41% 26% 20% 17% 47% 33% 35% 17% 23% 16% 21% 12%
The death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 33% 22% 24% 18% 37% 26% 26% 18% 29% 19% 21% 15%

Weeding out the Deep State in the FBI and CIA 14% 18% 13% 22% 14% 15% 18% 18% 9% 17% 16% 29%
George Floyd's murder 54% 25% 18% 13% 58% 47% 31% 18% 21% 14% 18% 9%

Affordable childcare 40% 30% 14% 15% 42% 36% 36% 24% 16% 12% 18% 12%
The Access Hollywood tape with Trump talking about 

grabbing women 28% 24% 16% 16% 30% 26% 28% 20% 21% 12% 20% 12%

LGBTQ rights 20% 23% 15% 16% 22% 17% 25% 20% 20% 9% 20% 12%
Sexual harassment, assault, or the MeToo movement 32% 21% 15% 14% 36% 26% 27% 14% 17% 12% 19% 9%

Pedophilia among Democrats in power 12% 19% 9% 18% 15% 9% 19% 20% 7% 12% 16% 19%
George Floyd calling out for his mother 48% 20% 13% 11% 52% 43% 24% 16% 16% 10% 14% 7%

Sexual assault allegations against Joe Biden 9% 14% 6% 15% 8% 10% 13% 14% 5% 6% 12% 17%
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"Major part” of thinking Suburban 
women

Non-college 
women College women Non-college 

men College men

The economy and jobs 59% 61% 57% 65% 62%
Government corruption 54% 58% 51% 58% 55%

Threats to democracy 51% 51% 55% 56% 64%
Keeping America safe 56% 62% 41% 56% 39%

The coronavirus outbreak 53% 51% 61% 43% 57%
Putting America first 46% 51% 32% 56% 32%

Having law and order 48% 53% 32% 51% 35%
Lowering health care costs 44% 46% 45% 43% 38%

President Trump’s lies 45% 40% 57% 34% 52%
Having a president that children can respect 43% 44% 45% 35% 42%

Voting rights or voter suppression 38% 37% 47% 40% 43%
I felt like my family’s life and safety depended on the 2020 election 45% 43% 43% 40% 35%

Gun policy 36% 39% 38% 42% 33%
Foreign affairs 37% 34% 39% 38% 49%

Who will get to choose the next Supreme Court justices 38% 33% 46% 37% 40%
Democrats wanting to defund the police 35% 40% 31% 41% 30%

President Trump's success in appointing Supreme Court justices 35% 34% 38% 35% 39%
Kamala Harris could become Vice President 38% 34% 42% 37% 33%

Violent protesters 36% 39% 29% 39% 31%
Threats of socialism 35% 38% 24% 42% 33%

President Trump's actions on the climate / environment 35% 34% 43% 30% 42%
President Trump and his administration having too much power and control over 

people 34% 34% 46% 27% 41%

An unfair justice system 35% 38% 43% 31% 28%
Racism or white supremacy 36% 35% 45% 24% 35%

Draining "The Swamp” in Washington, DC 29% 32% 23% 42% 29%

“In the past few years, have any of these things been part of your thinking about who should be president?” 
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"Major part” of thinking Suburban 
women

Non-college 
women College women Non-college 

men College men

Illegal immigration 33% 35% 30% 36% 26%
Politicians banning abortion and restricting access to abortion 36% 36% 43% 25% 30%

Economic inequality 33% 34% 41% 25% 31%
President Trump cutting taxes 32% 30% 24% 40% 28%

White supremacist violence in places like Charlottesville 32% 33% 41% 23% 33%
Police violence 31% 34% 36% 29% 22%

Immigrant children and families being separating at the border 33% 31% 40% 22% 29%
Military funding 27% 30% 24% 33% 25%

Immigrant rights 29% 31% 34% 22% 31%
Joe Biden’s lies 27% 30% 17% 38% 22%

President Trump being pro-life on abortion 29% 30% 30% 28% 24%
Sexism, patriarchy, or misogyny 28% 25% 37% 17% 21%

Sexual assault allegations against President Trump 25% 23% 31% 19% 20%
The events around Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation 20% 18% 25% 23% 23%

Paid family and medical leave 25% 26% 28% 16% 14%
The death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 22% 21% 31% 15% 20%

Weeding out the Deep State in the FBI and CIA 17% 19% 10% 29% 18%
George Floyd's murder 22% 22% 29% 14% 14%

Affordable childcare 24% 23% 24% 17% 13%
The Access Hollywood tape with Trump talking about grabbing women 22% 21% 26% 13% 17%

LGBTQ rights 17% 18% 26% 12% 17%
Sexual harassment, assault, or the MeToo movement 21% 22% 24% 12% 10%

Pedophilia among Democrats in power 16% 20% 9% 22% 10%
George Floyd calling out for his mother 18% 19% 23% 12% 11%

Sexual assault allegations against Joe Biden 12% 15% 6% 19% 9%

“In the past few years, have any of these things been part of your thinking about who should be president?” 
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"Major part” of thinking Non-Clinton 
Biden voters

Decided in last 
two months of 

the election

Late-deciding 
independent 

women

Late-deciding 
independent 

men
Independent 

women
Independent 

men
The economy and jobs 44% 62% 64% 66% 54% 58%
Government corruption 48% 45% 52% 51% 55% 51%

Threats to democracy 38% 35% 41% 39% 48% 53%
Keeping America safe 29% 48% 56% 47% 49% 45%

The coronavirus outbreak 62% 40% 41% 34% 53% 45%
Putting America first 14% 45% 49% 44% 38% 40%

Having law and order 24% 46% 50% 50% 41% 43%
Lowering health care costs 42% 35% 30% 33% 42% 39%

President Trump’s lies 71% 19% 19% 24% 45% 41%
Having a president that children can respect 43% 27% 19% 27% 36% 30%

Voting rights or voter suppression 33% 16% 27% 17% 36% 34%
I felt like my family’s life and safety depended on the 2020 election 24% 22% 25% 19% 36% 27%

Gun policy 14% 28% 29% 31% 28% 32%
Foreign affairs 25% 27% 27% 33% 35% 42%

Who will get to choose the next Supreme Court justices 23% 21% 21% 23% 30% 33%
Democrats wanting to defund the police 13% 44% 50% 48% 32% 34%

President Trump's success in appointing Supreme Court justices 23% 24% 22% 21% 29% 29%
Kamala Harris could become Vice President 15% 25% 31% 31% 31% 27%

Violent protesters 19% 36% 44% 40% 33% 35%
Threats of socialism 11% 36% 39% 40% 27% 33%

President Trump's actions on the climate / environment 40% 19% 14% 15% 35% 32%
President Trump and his administration having too much power and control 

over people 51% 12% 15% 12% 36% 30%

An unfair justice system 28% 17% 21% 12% 34% 26%
Racism or white supremacy 38% 22% 26% 12% 34% 25%

Draining "The Swamp” in Washington, DC 14% 25% 28% 29% 23% 33%

“In the past few years, have any of these things been part of your thinking about who should be president?” 
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"Major part” of thinking Non-Clinton 
Biden voters

Decided in last 
two months of 

the election

Late-deciding 
independent 

women

Late-deciding 
independent 

men
Independent 

women
Independent 

men
Illegal immigration 17% 25% 30% 24% 28% 30%

Politicians banning abortion and restricting access to abortion 23% 24% 33% 15% 36% 18%
Economic inequality 33% 21% 22% 15% 33% 25%

President Trump cutting taxes 14% 28% 24% 29% 23% 30%
White supremacist violence in places like Charlottesville 40% 16% 16% 10% 28% 26%

Police violence 24% 21% 23% 20% 26% 24%
Immigrant children and families being separating at the border 33% 14% 15% 7% 31% 22%

Military funding 12% 27% 28% 23% 23% 25%
Immigrant rights 27% 14% 14% 6% 26% 19%
Joe Biden’s lies 4% 28% 30% 30% 19% 27%

President Trump being pro-life on abortion 20% 26% 30% 18% 28% 19%
Sexism, patriarchy, or misogyny 25% 14% 16% 6% 25% 17%

Sexual assault allegations against President Trump 29% 12% 9% 6% 26% 17%
The events around Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation 15% 9% 6% 13% 17% 20%

Paid family and medical leave 20% 17% 14% 11% 19% 14%
The death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 22% 10% 11% 4% 22% 12%

Weeding out the Deep State in the FBI and CIA 5% 16% 15% 21% 13% 21%
George Floyd's murder 20% 12% 11% 6% 20% 11%

Affordable childcare 13% 18% 15% 9% 18% 12%
The Access Hollywood tape with Trump talking about grabbing women 22% 9% 9% 4% 20% 13%

LGBTQ rights 18% 8% 10% 3% 19% 11%
Sexual harassment, assault, or the MeToo movement 15% 9% 10% 3% 20% 9%

Pedophilia among Democrats in power 7% 20% 19% 25% 14% 17%
George Floyd calling out for his mother 13% 10% 10% 4% 15% 8%

Sexual assault allegations against Joe Biden 6% 17% 12% 15% 9% 14%

“In the past few years, have any of these things been part of your thinking about who should be president?” 
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Predictors of vote choice. 2
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Perceived threat to white male cultural and political dominance
By favorability of the Black Lives Matter movement

Fa
vo

ra
bi

lit
y 

of
 B

LM

Level of perceived threat on index

1 = lowest level of perceived threat
10 = highest level of perceived threat

% of voters 
by score

1 14%

2 13%

3 12%

4 10%

5 9%

6 13%

7 14%

8 8%

9 5%

10 1%

Views of BLM by 
perceived threat to 
white male dominance 
on the index.

Nearly all (98%) respondents in 
the lowest threat category are 
favorable toward BLM and 0% are 
strongly unfavorable. The reverse 
is true among those in the highest 
threat category.

Favorable of BLM
Strongly unfavorable
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“President Trump cares about 
people like me”

“President Trump is a great example 
of the American Dream”

• Level of agreement with: “President Trump is a great example of the 
American Dream”

• Level of agreement with: “President Trump has made some people 
feel it’s okay to say or do certain things” (negative correlation)*

• Extent to which Trump’s lies was part of one’s vote consideration 
(negative correlation)

• Level of agreement with: “Kamala Harris is tricking everyone. She 
only cares about becoming president herself” 

• Level of agreement with: “God chose President Trump to lead us in 
2016”

• Extent to which Biden’s lies was part of one’s vote consideration 

• Level of agreement with: “Most men would love to be like Donald 
Trump”

• Extent to which Trump’s lies was part of one’s vote consideration 
(negative correlation)

• The frequency with which one has heard President Trump say 
something racist or sexist in past four years (negative correlation)

• Level of agreement with: “President Trump has made some people 
feel it’s okay to say or do racist things” (negative correlation)

• Level of agreement with: “God chose President Trump to lead us in 
2016”

• Level of agreement with: “Kamala Harris is tricking everyone. She 
only cares about becoming president herself” 

• Extent to which this describes President Trump: “He has the power 
to keep order in this country”

* Negative correlation means the more one agrees with this statement, the less likely they are to agree that “President Trump cares about people like me.”

Here are the top attitudinal predictors of these items:
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Top predictor of vote choice
“Over the past few years, how many 
times, if at all, did you hear President 
Trump say or do something that could 
be seen as [racist / sexist]?”

The frequency with which voters perceived Trump 
saying or doing racist or sexist things is another strong 
predictor of vote choice. 

Note: These questions were split sampled so that half 
received “racist,” and half received “sexist.” In the 
regressions, we combined the variables so that we 
could use the maximum sample size in our analysis. 

Overall, a majority of voters (66%) says they’ve heard Trump 
say or do things that could be perceived as racist many 
times (42%), several times (11%), or once or twice (13%). 
One in three (33%) says they’ve never heard Trump say or 
do something that could be perceived as racist.

Proportions are similar (72%) for having heard Trump say or 
do things that could be seen as sexist: 39% say many times, 
17% several times, 16% say once or twice. One in four 
(28%) says never.

Most likely to say they’ve heard Trump say or do these 
things several times or more:
• AAPI Biden voters (96% racist; 88% sexist)
• Latino/x Biden voters (93%; 86%)
• White Biden voters (93%; 92%)
• Black Biden voters (91%; 88%)

Most likely to say they’ve never heard this:
• White men who voted for Trump (74% never heard Trump 

say or do something that could be seen as racist; 59% 
sexist)

• White women who voted for Trump (60%; 49%)
• Voters of color who voted for Trump (54%; 47%)
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Six in ten Trump voters (61%) agree that “white men are the most 
attacked group in the country right now,” including 65% of Trump 
men voters and 54% of Trump women voters. 

Four in ten women voters (41%) say they felt their “life as a 
woman was in more danger because of Trump being president,” 
which varies by race / ethnicity: 60% of Black women say 
they’ve felt this; 50% of AAPI women; 49% of Latina/x women; 
and 35% of white women. 

We did not follow-up with respondents to ask why they felt their 
life as a woman was more in danger because of a Trump 
presidency. Possibilities might relate to intersectional anxieties: 
race, class, gender, etc. Restrictions on abortion and access to 
contraceptives are another possibility. In our 2016 post-election 
survey, some women felt Trump winning the election would 
increase the likelihood of sexist acts (39%), sexual assault (34%), 
and women feeling unsafe (42%). 

Perceiving Clinton as having lost due to sexism is also predictive 
of voting for Biden in 2020. Interestingly, Democrats are 10 
points more likely to now say that sexism prevented a Clinton 
win than they were four years ago. 

Several other gender-related variables are 
predictive of vote choice:

• Level of agreement with: “White men are the most attacked 
group in the country right now;”

• Perception of whether “my life as a woman was in more 
danger because of Trump being president;” and  

• Perception of whether Clinton lost in 2016 due to sexism. 
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Other predictors. 

These items also predict vote choice:

• The extent to which threats of socialism has been part of a 
voter’s thinking about who should be president. Sixty-five 
percent of Trump voters say this was a “major” part of their 
thinking – one of the top issues for Trump voters (9% of 
Biden voters say the same). Additionally, 81% of Trump 
voters strongly agree that “our country must avoid becoming 
socialist” (v. 14% of Biden voters).

• The extent to which Biden’s lies has been part of vote 
consideration. Fifty-seven percent of Trump voters say this 
was a “major” part of their thinking about who should be 
president. 

• The extent to which having a president that children can 
respect has been part of one’s vote consideration. Fifty-six 
percent of Biden voters considered this a “major” part of their 
thinking v. 25% of Trump voters.
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We also ran regressions among:

• Women (n=1,309)
• Men (n=1,194)
• Black women (n=207)
• Black men (n=211)
• Latina/x women (n=203)
• Latino/x men (n=207)
• AAPI women (n=226)
• AAPI men (n=202)
• White women (n=665)
• White men (n=568) Here’s a summary of what we found….
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v Women Men

Top predictors of vote 
choice

Trump’s lies have been a voting 
consideration

Trump’s lies have been a voting 
consideration

Trump cares about people like me (-) Party ID

Trump is a great example of the American 
dream (-)

Trump is a great example of the American 
dream (-)

Life as a woman is in more danger 
because of Trump

Trump having too much power and control 
has been a voting consideration

Party ID Democrats wanting to defund the police 
has been a voting consideration (-)

BLM favorability Kamala Harris is tricking everyone. She 
only cares about becoming president 
herself

Democrats wanting to defund the police 
has been a voting consideration (-) Decided to vote recently

Agree white men are the most attacked 
group in the country (-)

Threats of socialism have been a voting 
consideration (-)

(-) means moving “up” in the scale predicts voting Trump and moving “down” predicts Biden
For the remaining items, moving “up” in the scale predicts voting Biden; ”down” predicts Trump

Top predictors of vote choice by demographics
Note: These models include party affiliation and demographic variables.



89

Black women Black men Latina/x 
women Latino/x men AAPI women AAPI men White women White men

Top 
predictors 

of vote 
choice

BLM favorability

Agree Trump is a 
great example of 
the American 
dream (-)

Trump’s lies have 
been a voting 
consideration

Trump’s lies have 
been a voting 
consideration

Agree Trump is a 
great example of 
the American 
dream (-)

Agree Trump 
cares about 
people like me (-)

Agree Trump 
cares about 
people like me (-)

Trump’s lies have 
been been a voting 
consideration

Decided who to 
vote for in 2020 
more recently (-)

Agree white men 
are the most 
attacked group in 
the country (-)

Pedophilia among 
Democrats in 
power has been a 
voting 
consideration (-)

Biden’s lies have 
been a voting 
consideration (-)

Trump’s lies have 
been a voting 
consideration

Threats of 
socialism have 
been a voting 
consideration (-)

Trump’s lies have 
been a voting 
consideration

Has heard Trump 
say or do racist or 
sexist things

Party ID
Agree Trump 
cares about 
people like me (-)

Party ID Party ID

Thought more 
about white 
people in power 
the past few years

Agree Trump is a 
great example of 
the American 
dream (-)

Life as a woman 
has been in more 
danger because of 
Trump

Trump having too 
much power and 
control has been 
been a voting 
consideration

Watches Fox 
news (-)

Economy and jobs 
has been a voting 
consideration (-)

Trump’s actions 
on the 
environment have 
been a voting 
consideration

Immigrant children 
and families being 
separated at the 
border has been a 
voting 
consideration

Party ID

Felt it’s urgent 
politicians work on 
racism and white 
supremacy

Party ID

Democrats 
wanting to defund 
the police has 
been a voting 
consideration (-)

Has heard Trump 
say or do racist or 
sexist things

Party ID

Thought more 
about white 
people in power 
the past few years

Being a father 
(predicts Biden)

Agree there 
shouldn’t be so 
much shame and 
stigma around 
abortion

Party ID

Democrats 
wanting to defund 
the police has 
been a voting 
consideration (-)

Party ID

(-) means moving “up” in the scale predicts voting Trump and moving “down” predicts Biden
For the remaining items,  moving “up” in the scale predicts voting Biden; “down” predicts Trump
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Shifts in consciousness, 
opinion, and behavior 3
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Data suggest that Democrats 
are more likely to have 
moved further progressive 
than Republicans are to have 
shifted more conservative. 

Since Donald Trump first ran for president in 2015, 
have any of your views become…
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Voters of color are more 
likely to have shifted more 
progressive in recent years. 

Since Donald Trump first ran for president in 2015, 
have any of your views become…
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Nearly half of white and 
AAPI Biden voters say their 
views have become more 
progressive in recent years.

Since Donald Trump first ran for president in 2015, 
have any of your views become…
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Data suggest the Trump years have had a 
significant impact in consciousness and 
behavior related to racism and sexism –
among Biden voters. 
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75%

Understood more 
about how laws and 
systems may be 
racist during the 
Trump presidency

77%

76%

During the Trump 
presidency, thought about 
white people having more 
power in government than 
people of color

Talked several times 
about issues related 
to racism during the 
Trump presidency

64%

Felt more 
comfortable 
speaking up about 
racism during the 
Trump presidency

69%
Learned more about 
my own white 
privilege during the 
Trump presidency 
(white Biden voters)

82%
Felt it’s urgent 
politicians work on 
racism and racial 
equality during the 
Trump presidency

89%
Say racism or white 
supremacy was a part of 
their thinking about who 
should be president

On issues related to race:

Among n = 1,258 Biden voters
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14%

Understood more 
about how laws and 
systems may be 
racist during the 
Trump presidency

7%

44%

During the Trump 
presidency, thought about 
white people having more 
power in gov’t than people 
of color

Talked several times 
about issues related 
to racism during the 
Trump presidency

22%

Felt more 
comfortable 
speaking up about 
racism during the 
Trump presidency

11%
Learned more about 
my own white 
privilege during the 
Trump presidency 
(white Trump voters)

21%
Felt it’s urgent 
politicians work on 
racism and racial 
equality during the 
Trump presidency

42%
Say racism or white 
supremacy was a part of 
their thinking about who 
should be president

Small proportions of Trump voters say the same.

Among n = 729 Trump voters
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During the Trump 
presidency, thought 
about men having 
more power in 
government

38%

66%

Talked to my kids about 
consent and other 
issues related to MeToo 
in past four years

Past four years made 
me understand more 
about how our laws 
may be sexist / favor 
men

83%

Say sexism, patriarchy, 
or misogyny was a part 
of their thinking about 
who should be president 
(84% of women and 
81% of men)

64%
Talked several times 
about issues related 
to sexism, feminism, 
patriarchy, or 
misogyny during the 
Trump presidency

69%
Felt it’s urgent 
politicians work on 
sexism, patriarchy, and 
misogyny

55%
Felt more comfortable 
speaking up about 
sexism, feminism, 
patriarchy, or misogyny 
during the Trump 
presidency

On issues related to gender.

Among n = 1,258 Biden voters

66%
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During the Trump 
presidency, thought 
about men having 
more power in 
government

11%

10%

Talked to my kids about 
consent and other issues 
related to MeToo in past 
four years

Past four years made 
me understand more 
about how our laws 
may be sexist / favor 
men

38%

Say sexism, patriarchy, 
or misogyny was a part 
of their thinking about 
who should be president 
(47% of women; 28% of 
men)

27%
Talked several times 
about issues related 
to sexism, feminism, 
patriarchy, or 
misogyny during the 
Trump presidency

13%
Felt it’s urgent 
politicians work on 
sexism, patriarchy, and 
misogyny

15%
Felt more comfortable 
speaking up about 
sexism, feminism, 
patriarchy, or misogyny 
during the Trump 
presidency

On issues related to gender.

Among n = 729 Trump voters

7%
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We’ve also tracked opinions related 
to gender and sexism since late 
2016. We’ve seen significant shifts 
across and within subgroups.

Note: Unless otherwise noted, these data are among 
registered voters. 

Tracking data come from these PerryUndem studies:
December 2016: The State of the Union on Gender Equality, Sexism, and Women’s Rights, n = 1,302
December 2017: Report on Sexism, Harassment, Culture, and Equality, n = 1,058
December 2018: The Immediate, Short-term, and Long-term Effects of the Kavanaugh Hearings on the Electorate n = 1,319
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Our data first 
detected big shifts in 
a one-year time 
span: From Dec. 
2016 to Nov. 2017.

Note: November 2017 was
during the first wave of MeToo 
stories dominating media
attention.
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Who has more positions of power in society – men or women?

% Men

From late 2016 to 2018, we 
found double-digit increases 
in perceptions of gender 
power imbalances in society. 

Note: This was not asked in 2020. 
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Who has more positions of power in the federal government – men or women?

% Men

While most voters already 
perceive gender power 
imbalance in the federal 
government, more Republican 
men are aware now v. in 2016.
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Do you agree or disagree: The country would be better off if we 
had more women in political office

% Agree

Data suggest some 
independent and Republican 
women have shifted toward 
thinking the country would be 
better off with more women in 
political office. 

Note, data suggest a big shift 
from late 2016 to 2017 (during the 

first big wave of MeToo stories)
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In general, men and women make 
equally good political leaders

Men generally make better political 
leaders than women

Women generally make better political 
leaders than women

Republican women voters are less likely to think men are better 
political leaders now v. in 2020.
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Among Democratic voters
Meanwhile, there may be a shift 
among some Democrats in 
thinking women make better
political leaders than men.

There is not much of a gender difference: 21% of 
Democratic women voters and 17% of 
Democratic men voters in the sample think 
women generally make better leaders than men.



106

Do you agree or disagree: Most women interpret innocent 
remarks or acts as being sexist

% Agree

Data suggest a decrease in 
hostile sexism across several 
groups. 

This question is often used to help measure 
hostile sexism. 

The proportion of Democratic men holding 
this belief shrunk by half between 2016 and 
2020 (42% v. 21).

Notably, hostile sexism has increased among 
Republican men in late 2018 (after the 
Kavanaugh hearings).
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Do you think sexism prevented Hillary Clinton from winning the 
election in 2016, or not? 

% Yes

Four years later, Democrats 
are more likely to now say 
sexism prevented Hillary 
Clinton from winning in 2016.
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Do you think there is full equality for women in work, life, 
and politics or is there still work to be done?

% Yes, there is full equality now

While Republican voters are 
more likely to perceive gender 
power imbalances in recent 
years, they are also more 
likely to say full equality exists 
right now. 
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Among Republican men voters
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Do you agree or disagree: Today, discrimination against 
whites has become as big a problem as discrimination 
against Blacks, Latinos, or other racial/ethnic minorities.

% Agree

Data suggest several 
segments may be moving 
away from the belief that 
discrimination against white 
people is just as big of a 
problem as that against 
people of color.
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Do you agree or disagree: Women of color have equal opportunities in work, 
life, and politics as white women. 

% Agree

Among all adults

We see significant shifts 
away from thinking women 
of color have equal 
opportunities to white 
women.

August 2015: PerryUndem survey of n = 1,051 adults for the Ms. Foundation
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In the past four years during the Trump 
presidency, have you learned more about 

intersectionality?

Among 2020 voters
N = 2,105

About one in six voters says 
they’ve learned more about 
“intersectionality” during 
the Trump years.

Note: The survey did not define the term and 
allowed an explicit “I’m not sure” response. 
Thirty-seven percent say “I’m not sure” and 
43% say ”no.”
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Why white women voted 
for Trump (again) 4
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Trump white women voters Biden white women voters

• Unfavorable toward BLM movement (86%)
• Kamala Harris is tricking everyone and only cares about 

becoming president herself (79%)
• Agree today discrimination against whites has become as 

big a problem as discrimination against Blacks, Latinos, 
and other racial/ethnic minorities (76%)

• Agree white men are the most attacked group in the 
country right now (55%)

• Just 11% agree the country would be better off with more 
women of color in political office

• In past 4 years, have felt it’s urgent politicians work on 
racism and equality (86%)

• Perceive systemic racism (82%)
• Favorable of BLM movement (79%)
• Understood more about how our laws and systems may 

be racist (77%)
• Learned more about my own white privilege in past 4 

years (75%)

There are huge gulfs in beliefs and views related to race, 
racism, and power.
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Trump white women voters Biden white women voters

• Agree Joe Biden is too soft (61%)
• Agree these days, society seems to punish men just for 

acting like men (53%)
• Agree most women interpret innocent remarks or acts as 

being sexist (53%)
• Agree it bothers me when a guy acts like a girl (49%)
• Fewer than half:

o Feel favorable toward MeToo movement (20%)
o Agree the country would be better off with more women 

in political office (42%)
o Agree it’s important that boys can now see a woman of 

color in the White House (16%)
o Talked about issues related to sexism in past four years 

many times (9%)
o Say events in past four years have made them think 

about men having more power than women in 
government (9%)

• Agree it’s important that girls can now see a woman of color 
in the White House (93%) 

• Agree the country would be better off with more women in 
political office (88%)

• Perceive systemic sexism/inequities (84%)
• Agree it’s important that boys can now see a woman of color 

in the WH (82%)
• Favorable of MeToo movement (75%)
• Felt it’s urgent politicians work on sexism, patriarchy, and 

misogyny (75%)
• Events in past four years made me think about men having 

more power than women in gov’t (73%)
• Gender roles at home favor men’s opportunities to work and 

earn money (68%)

As well as huge gulfs in beliefs and views related to gender, 
sexism, masculinity, and power.
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Trump white women voters Biden white women voters

• Views have become more 
conservative since Trump ran for 
president in 2015 (28%; 70% 
haven’t changed; 3% more liberal or 
progressive)

• Can definitely see self voting for 
Republicans in next few years (44%)

• Agree our country must avoid 
becoming socialist (92%)

• Agree I feel like I’m not as free as I 
used to be in America (80%)

• Agree God chose Trump in 2016 to 
lead us (48%)

• Views have become more liberal or 
progressive since Trump ran for 
president in 2015 (48%; 51% 
haven’t changed; 2% more 
conservative)

• Can definitely see self voting for 
Democrats in next few years (58%)

• Agree our country must avoid 
becoming socialist (29%)

• Agree I feel like I’m not as free as I 
used to be in America (40%)

• Agree God chose Trump in 2016 to 
lead us (2%)

We also find differences in 
ideological items and shifts since 
2015.

Nearly half (48%) of Biden white women voters in the 
survey say their views have become more progressive 
or liberal v. 28% of Trump white women who say their 
views have become more conservative. 

White women who voted for Biden are more likely to 
“definitely” see themselves voting Democratic in the 
next few elections (58%) – than white women who 
voted for Trump are to see themselves voting 
Republican (44%). 
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Favorable toward Biden; 5% unsure

4% favorable of the Democratic 
Party

86% favorable of Trump; 1% 
strongly unfavorable; 11% 
somewhat unfavorable 

6%7%
Can see themselves voting for a  
Democratic candidate(s) in next few 
elections (20% not sure)

83% can see themselves voting for 
a Republican candidate(s) (15% not 
sure)

Favorable of BLM

9%

How many white women Trump voters are open to Democratic candidates?

These data may offer key indicators.
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Favorable toward Trump; 0% 
unsure

7% favorable of the Republican 
Party

89% favorable of Biden; 0% 
strongly unfavorable; 8% 
somewhat unfavorable 

2%11%
Can see themselves voting for a 
Republican candidate(s) in the next 
few elections (23% not sure)

84% can see themselves voting for 
a Democratic candidate(s) (15% not 
sure)

Agree “President Trump cares 
about people like me”

2%

How many white women Biden voters are open to Republican candidates?

These data may offer key indicators.



119

Perceptions of Vice President Harris.

5
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Have a favorable impression of 
Kamala Harris

46%

Agree it’s important that girls can 
now see a woman of color in the 
White House (50% agree it’s 
important that boys can see this)

63%
Say a “major” or “some” part of 
their thinking about who should 
be president was that “Kamala 
Harris could become Vice 
President”

57%

Feel excited to have the first 
woman of color in the White House

50%

The survey explored many 
perceptions of Vice President 
Harris. 

These perceptions are strongly correlated 
with vote choice (see next page).
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Perceptions of Vice President Harris.
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Voters of color are more favorable of and 
excited about Harris than white voters. 

Not enough sample size
(These two questions were split sampled)
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What voters say about the next 
few elections. 6
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Data suggest that Democrats 
are more likely to have 
moved further progressive 
than Republicans are to have 
shifted more conservative. 

Since Donald Trump first ran for president in 2015, 
have any of your views become…



125

Voters of color are more 
likely to have shifted more 
progressive than 
conservative in recent years. 

Since Donald Trump first ran for president in 2015, 
have any of your views become…
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Nearly half of white and 
AAPI Biden voters say their 
views have become more 
progressive in recent years.

Since Donald Trump first ran for president in 2015, 
have any of your views become…
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Since Donald Trump first ran for president in 
2015, have any of your views become: 

(Multiple response allowed)

N = 2,105 voters in 2020

Several segments report moving 
more progressive or liberal in 
recent years.

Among all voters in the sample, 23% say their view(s) 
have become more liberal / progressive, 17% say 
more conservative, and 60% say their views have 
remained unchanged. 

Close to half respondents who did not vote for Clinton 
in 2016 but voted for Biden in 2020 say their views 
have become more progressive or liberal (46% v. 5% 
more conservative).

Biden voters are more likely to say they’ve become 
more liberal or progressive (42%) than Trump voters 
are to say they’ve become more conservative (33%).   
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In the next few elections, who do you think 
you'll tend to vote for?

For the most part, future 
vote intentions are closely 
correlated with 2020 vote 
choice.

That said, respondents who did not vote 
for Clinton in 2016 but switched to Biden 
are more likely to say they’ll tend to vote 
for Democratic (32%) v. Republican (10%) 
candidates. Thirty-eight percent are 
unsure. This segment represents 7% of all 
2020 voters in the sample.
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In the next few elections, who do you think you'll tend to vote for?

Black voters, young voters, 
and college-educated voters 
are among the most likely to 
see themselves voting for 
Democrats in the future. 

White voters are more likely to intend to vote 
Republican than Democratic. 
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In the next few elections, who do you think you'll tend to vote for?

Non-college educated women 
are split on who they say 
they’re likely to vote for.

Suburban women in our survey backed Biden 
54% to 44% in 2020 and Clinton 47% to 45% 
in 2016. As a whole, they are fairly split in future 
intentions. Suburban white women, however, 
are +16 points more likely to say they’ll tend to 
vote Republican; women of color in the 
suburbs are +47 points more likely to say 
Democratic. 
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Fewer voters now say they are 
likely to vote for both parties 
“equally.”

Seventeen percent of 2020 voters in the survey say 
they used to vote “equally” for both parties prior to 
President Trump running for president in 2015.

Of these, only 20% say they think they’ll continue 
voting both parties, for a total of 7% of 2020 voters. 
A plurality is unsure.  

These voters are +9 points more likely to envision 
themselves voting Democratic than Republican. 

Among 2020 voters who, prior to 2016, 
used to vote for both parties “equally”

N = 398
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Can you see yourself voting for any 
____________ in the next few elections? 

We also asked respondents 
the extent to which they can 
“see yourself voting” for 
Democratic v. Republican 
candidates in the next few 
elections. 

Voters are fairly evenly split. That said, they 
are +9 points more likely to say they can 
“definitely” see themselves voting 
Democratic v. Republican. 
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Can you see yourself voting for any 
____________ in the next few elections? 

Trump voters are less certain 
than Biden voters in their 
commitment to each 
president’s party.

Note: Just 10% of Trump voters say they can see 
themselves voting for Democratic candidates. 
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Voters who did not vote for Clinton in 
2016 but switched to Biden are much 
more likely to envision themselves 
voting Democratic (73%) than 
Republican (34%).

There are also noticeable gender gaps on this measure 
within some segments:

• Non-college educated women (-13 pts less likely than 
non-college men to see themselves voting Republican)

• College-educated women (-12 pts)
• Suburban women (-16 pts)
• White women (-12 pts)

College-educated men are more likely to envision 
themselves voting Democratic than Republican (61% v. 
46%).
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C h a n g e

• Majorities of these segments say they can see themselves 
voting Democratic in the next few elections (and fewer than half 
says they can see themselves voting Republican):

o Black women (84%) 
o Black men (76%)
o Suburban women of color (73%)
o Non-Clinton to Biden voters (73%)
o Asian American Pacific Islander women (65%) 
o College-educated women (63%)
o Latina/x women (61%)
o Asian American Pacific Islander men (61%)
o College-educated men (61%) 

• Majorities of these segments say they can see themselves 
voting Republican in the next few elections (and fewer than 
half says they can see themselves voting Democratic):

o White men (61%) 
o Residents of rural areas / non-metro (60%)
o Suburban men (60%)
o Less than college-educated men (58%)

In summary…
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v Total Women Men

Can see self voting 
Democratic in next few 

elections

Party ID Party ID Party ID

Biden’s lies were not a voting consideration Excited to have the first woman of color VP in 
WH

Frequency of hearing Trump say racist / sexist 
things in past 4 years

Favorable of BLM Disagree Trump cares about people like me Trump’s lies were a voting consideration

Frequency of hearing Trump say racist / sexist 
things in past 4 years Favorable of BLM Biden’s lies were not a voting consideration

Excited to have the first woman of color VP in WH Biden’s lies were not a voting consideration Favorable of BLM

Trump’s lies were a voting consideration Agree there shouldn’t be so much shame / 
stigma around abortion Disagree Biden is too soft

Disagree Biden is too soft Trump’s lies were a voting consideration Having a president that children can respect 
was a voting consideration

Can see self voting 
Republican in next few 

elections 

Party ID Party ID Party ID

Trump is a great example of the American dream Trump cares about people like me Country must avoid socialism

Country must avoid becoming socialist Biden is too soft Access Hollywood tape was not part of voting 
consideration

Biden is too soft Trump is a great example of the American dream Trump is a great example of the American 
dream

Trump having too much power and control was not 
a voting consideration Unfavorable of BLM Traditional values are important to me

Trump cares about people like me Sexism did not prevent HRC from winning in 
2016 More frequent religious attendance

Top predictors of seeing self voting Democratic / Republican in next few elections.
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v Black women Black men Latina/x 
women Latino/x men AAPI women AAPI men White 

women White men

Can see 
self voting 

Democratic 
in next few 
elections

Excited we’ll have 
the first woman of 
color VP in WH

Party ID
Disagree Trump 
cares about 
people like me

Disagree Trump 
cares about 
people like me

Party ID

Frequency of 
hearing Trump say 
racist / sexist 
things in past 4 
years

Party ID Party ID

Party ID Favorable of 
MeToo Party ID Party ID

Excited we’ll have 
the first woman of 
color VP in WH

Biden’s lies were 
not a voting 
consideration

Excited we’ll have 
the first woman of 
color VP in WH

Trump’s lies were 
a voting 
consideration

Agree there 
shouldn’t be so 
much shame / 
stigma on abortion

Felt it’s urgent to 
work on racism / 
racial equality 

Favorable of 
MeToo

Agree Trump has 
made people feel 
it’s okay to say / 
do racist things 

Disagree Trump 
has the power to 
keep order in the 
country 

Excited we’ll have 
the first woman of 
color VP in WH Favorable of BLM

Frequency of 
hearing Trump say 
or do racist / sexist 
things

Disagree Harris is 
tricking everyone

Less frequent 
church attendance

Military funding 
was not a voting 
consideration

Party ID

Agree Trump has 
made some 
people feel it’s 
okay to say / do 
racist things 

Favorable of BLM

Agree women of 
color are the 
reason Biden won

Disagree Harris is 
tricking everyone

Trump takes what 
he wants even if 
others say no

Women’s rights 
important priorities 
for WH / Congress

Biden’s lies were 
not a voting 
consideration
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v Black women Black men Latina/x 
women

Latin0/x 
men AAPI women AAPI men White 

women White men

Can see 
self voting 
Republican 
in next few 
elections 

Party ID

Haven't thought 
about older white 
men being over-
represented in 
government

Party ID
Trump’s lies were 
not a voting 
consideration

Not excited we’ll 
have the first 
woman of color VP 
in WH

Agree Trump 
cares about 
people like me 

Party ID Party ID

Less educated

Access Hollywood 
tape was not a 
voting 
consideration

Agree Biden is too 
soft

Foreign affairs 
was a voting 
consideration

More conservative 
in ideology

Agree the country 
must avoid 
becoming socialist

Agree Trump 
cares about 
people like me

Agree country 
must avoid 
becoming socialist

Agree I feel like 
I’m not as free as I 
used to be in 
America

Not scared or 
anxious about 
family’s safety  
because of 
COVID-19

Traditional values 
are important to 
me

Agree the country 
must avoid 
becoming socialist

Agree Trump is a 
great example of 
the American 
Dream

Immigrants’ rights 
were not a voting 
consideration

My life as a 
woman has not 
been in danger 
because of Trump

Trump having too 
much power or 
control was not a 
voting 
consideration

Trump takes what 
he wants even if 
others say no

Agree Biden is too 
soft

More frequent 
church attendance
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